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Joseph 
By M, Mannington Dexter 
Genesis 45:5 


KNEW I had been sold, 
For circumstance 
Dark as a desert pit 
And dismal as the slaver’s caravan 
Surrounded me 
And seemed to crush me down ; 
I had been sold. 


I also had been sent! ’ 

The circumstance 

Shone with the light divine, 

And through the wrath of men 

God put me in His own Appointed place. 
He set on high 

And none could bow me down. 

I had been sent. 


The Cynic's Tragedy 


Cynical unbelievers are assured of one 
thing — disappointment. For they have 
cut themselves off, ‘by their unbelief, from 
the only One who can satisfy, the only 
One who is “not a disappointment,” Christ 
as Saviour and Lord and Life. The 
natural man’s best wisdom and attainments 
were set forth by inspiration in all their 
cynicism and hopelessness when Solomon 
wrote Ecclesiastes, and said: “I hated 
life; because the work that is wrought 
under the sun is grievous unto me: for all 
is vanity and vexation of spirit’ (Eccles. 
2:17). The witty, brilliant, sophisticated 
Irish essayist and lecturer, Bernard Shaw, 
sums up the hopelessness of his own bar- 
ren life and: philosophy in the epigram: 


“There are two tragedies in life. One is 
not to get your heart’s desire. The other 
is to get it.” But Shaw is talking about 
the desire of the heart of the natural man, 
who knows not God nor Christ, and whose 
life is only death. He speaks truly when 
he says that, when such a man has got his 
heart’s desire, he finds it only disappoint- 
ment, empty and unsatisfying. That is 
why so many today, both old people and 
young people, having won their heart’s 
desires, commit suicide. But every child 
of God knows there is something better. 
Christ as Saviour and Lord offers us, not 
tragedy, but triumph. “We are more than 
conquerors through him that loved us.” 
Therefore we can “rejoice in the Lord 
alway; and again I say, Rejoice.” 
“He is not a disappointment ! 
esus is far more to me 


Than in all my glowing day-dreams 
I had fancied he could be.” 


=< 


Convincing Actions 

Christian belief fails to convince a 
great many people. The world in general 
simply cannot understand why Christians 
believe certain things. In cultured and in- 
tellectual Athens, Paul declared that God 
had raised his Son from the dead. What 
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effect did this have on the Athenians? 
“And when they heard of the resurrection 
of the dead, some mocked” (Acts 17: 32). 
Many intellectual people today smile with 
amusement at the credulity of those who 
actually believe that a great fish swallowed 
Jonah — although Christ declared that it 
was so. Unbelievers cannot understand 
Christians’ faith in the substitutionary 
blood atonement of Christ —they say such 
atonement would be immoral. But there 
is something within the reach of all Chris- 
tians that is convincing to many unbelievers. 
It is Christian living. Unbelievers may 
not understand your belief; but they cannot 
misunderstand your actions—if your ac- 
tions are all that they should be. When 
we are letting “the life that is Christ” 
shine forth radiantly, undefeated and tri- 
umphant in our lives, the unbelieving world 
is confronted by a miracle that it can 
neither explain nor deny. Many an unbe- 
liever has said of such a Christian: “I 
cannot agree with his belief, but I cannot 
explain his life: he has something I 
haven't.” This is what Peter means when 
he pleads: “Beloved, I beseech you as 
sojourners and pilgrims, to abstain from 
fleshly lusts . . . having your behaviour 
seemly among the Gentiles; that ... they 
may by your good works, which they be- 
hold, glorify God” (1 Pet. 2:11, 12). 
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The Chariots of God 


“The chariots of God are twenty thou- 
sand” (Psa, 68:17). 


HARIOTS are for conveyance and 
C progress. Earthly chariots carry the 

bodies of those who ride in them over 
all intervening distances or obstacles, to 
the place of their destination; and God’s 
chariots carry their souls. No words can 
express the glorious places to which that 
soul shall arrive who travels in the “char- 
iots of God.” Our verse tells us that they 
are very many. All around us they wait 
for us; but we, alas! do not always see 
them. © Earth’s chariots are always visible: 
God’s chariots are invisible. 

The King of Syria sent “horses, and 
chariots, and a great host: and they came 
by night, and compassed the city about. 
And when the servant of the man of God 
was risen early, . . . behold, an host com- 
passed the city... . And his servant said 
unto him, Alas, my master! how shall we 
do? And he answered, Fear not: for they 
that be with us are more than.they that 
be with them. And Elisha prayed, .. . 
Lord, f pray thee, open his eyes, that he 


may see. And the Lord opened the eyes 
of the young man; and he saw: and, be- 
hold, the mountain was full of horses and 
chariots of fire round about Elisha” (2 
Kings 6: 14-17). 

The King of Syria came up against the 
man of God with horses and chariots that 
were visible to every one, but God had 
chariots that could be seen by none save 
the eye of faith. The servant of the prophet 
could see only the outward and_ visible, 
and he cried (as so many have done since), 
“Alas, my master! how shall we do?” The 
prophet himself sat calmly without fear, 
because his eyes were opened to see the 
invisible. And all that he asked for his 
servant was, “Lord, I pray thee, open his 
eyes, that he may see,” 

This is the prayer we need to pray, for - 
ourselves and one another, “Lord, open our 
eyes.” For the world all around us is 
full of God’s horses and chariots, waiting 
to carry us to-places of glorious victory. 

But they do not look like chariots. They 
look like enemies, sufferings, trials, defeats, 
misunderstandings, disappointments, un- 
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kindnesses ; 
crush us into the earth. But they really 
are chariots of triumph, in which we may 
ride to those very heights of victory for 
which our souls have been longing and 
praying. 

We may make out of each event in our 
lives either a Juggernaut car to crush us, 
or a chariot in which to ride to heights of 
victory. It all depends upon how we take 
them; whether we lie down under our 
trials, and let them roil over and crush us, 
or whether we climb up into them, as into 
a chariot, and make them carry us tri- 
umphantly onward and upward. “And it 
came to pass, as they still went on, and 
talked, that, behold, there appeared a char- 
iot of fire, and horses of fire, and parted 
them both asunder; and Elijah went up by 
a whirlwind into heaven” (2 Kings 2:11). 

Whenever we mount into God’s chariots, 
the same thing will happen to us spiritually 
that happened to Elijah. We shall have a 
translation. Not into the heavens, as Elijah 
had, but into the heaven within us, which is 
almost a grander translation than his. We 
shall be carried up from the low earthly 
groveling plane of life (where everything 
hurts and is unhappy) into the “heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus,” where we shall 
ride in triumph over all below. “Hath 
raised us up together, and made us sit 
together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus” 
(Eph, 2: 6). 

These “heavenly places” are interior, not 
exterior, and the road that leads to them is 
interior also. But the chariot that carries 
the soul over this road is generally some 
outward loss, or trial, or disappointment, 
some chastening that does not indeed seem 
for the present to be joyous, but grievous; 
but that nevertheless afterward yieldeth the 
peaceable fruit of righteousness. ‘“Despise 
not thou the chastening of the Lord, nor 
faint when thou art rebuked of him: for 
whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth. . 
No chastening for the present seemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous; nevertheless after- 
ward it yieldeth the peaceable fruit of 
righteousness” (Heb. 12:5, 6, 11). 

Look upon these chastenings (no matter 
how grievous they may be for the present) 
as God’s chariots sent to carry your souls 
into the “high places” of spiritual uplift- 
ing; and you will find that they are after 
all “paved with love” (Song of Sol. 3: 
9, 10). 

Your own individual chariot may look 
very unlovely. It may be a cross-grained 
relative or friend; it may be the result of 
human malice, cruelty, or neglect; but 
every chariot sent by God must necessarily 
be paved with love. God’s love is the 
sweetest, softest, tenderest thing to rest 
one’s self upon that was ever found by any 
soul anywhere. It is his love indeed that 
sends the chariot. “Was the Lord dis- 
pleased . . . thy chariots of salvation. ... 
Thou didst march through the land in in- 
dignation, thou didst thresh the heathen in 
anger. Thou wentest forth for the salva- 
tion of thy people” (Hab. 3: 8-12). 

Here the prophet tells that it was God’s 





This editorial is a chapter from the well known 
beok by Hannah Whitall Smith, “The Chris- 
tian’s Secret of a Happy Life,” first published 
in 1883..(New edition, Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.) . The chapter may be had in 
leaflet form from the British Gospel Book As- 
sociation, Association Buildings, 5 Hope Way, 
Liverpool, 8, England, at one cent a copy, $1 per 
300, postage extra. . 
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displeasure against the obstacles that beset 
the path of his people, which made him 
come to their rescue, riding in his “char- 
iots of salvation.” Everything becomes 
a “chariot of salvation” when God rides 
upon it. “Bless the Lord, O my soul. ... 
Who maketh the clouds his chariot: who 
walketh upon the wings of the wind” (Psa. 
104: 1-3). “The Lord rideth upon a swift 
cloud . . . the idols of Egypt shall be 
moved at his presence” (Isa. 19:1). 

The “clouds” that darken our skies, and 
seem to shut out the shining of the sun of 
righteousness, are, after all, if we only 
knew it, his chariots, into which we may 
mount with him, and “ride prosperously” 
over all the darkness. 

A late writer has said that we cannot, 
by even the most vigorous and toilsome 
efforts, sweep away the clouds, but we can 
climb so high above them as to reach the 
clear atmosphere overhead; and he who 
rides witn God rides upon the heavens, 


| March 30, 1935 


‘ 


far above all earth-born clouds (Psa, 68 
32-34). 

This may sound fanciful, Mit it is really 
exceedingly practical when we begin to 
act it out in our daily lives. 

I knew a lady who had a very slow 
servant, though excellent in every other re- 
spect; but her. slowness was a _ constant 
source of irritation to her mistress, who 
was naturally quick, and who chafed at 
slowness. The lady would get out of tem- 
per with the girl twenty times a day, and 
twenty times a day would repent of her 
anger and resolve to conquer it, but in vain. 
Her life was made miserable. One day it 
occurred to her that she had for a long 
while been praying for patience, and that 
perhaps this slow servant was the chariot 
the Lord had sent to carry her soul over 
into patience. She immediately accepted it 
as such, and from that time the — was 
a victory of patience. 

(Continued on page 222) 














Notes ON OPEN LETTERS 














May We Pray in Christ’s Name? 


I am anxious to know what you under- 
stand by Christ’s words concerning using 
his name in prayer. Three times he states 
it simply and oe eae, in John 14: 13, 14, 
and John 15: Did Christ give that 
wonderful ok tak to his disciples, or is 
it to all his own in every age? 


I asked this question of an elder in one 
of our churches, and-he said it was not for 
us today. That such use of Christ’s name 
would lead to presumptuous asking, and 
therefore bring failure instead of success. 


I find it hard to accept his answer, for if 
I cannot take Christ’s words in the above 
verses as for me, how can I take anything 
else he says in the same chapters as for me? 


If we are privileged to use Christ’s name 
in coming to the Bank of Heaven, it seems 
strange that our great teachers on the sub- 
ject of prayer do not use it as a ground 
for assurance, and for the strengthening of 
our faith, The expression is common in 
so-called public | prayers, as, “This we ask 
in Jesus’ name,” but it sounds like a simple 
form, instead of an expession of assurance 
that the prayer will be answered. I am very 
anxions for your teaching on the subject. 
—An Illinois reader. 

Praying in the name of Christ is the 
privilege of all believers. It is one of the 
richest, most precious privileges that God 
offers to those who have become his chil- 
dren by faith in his Son as their Saviour. 
The Illinois reader is right in pointing out 
that, if our Lord’s words to his disciples in 
John 14 and 15 are not also for us, then 
there is no reason for taking any other 
words in those wonderful chapters to our- 
selves. But those chapters are indeed for 
us, with the comforting words of assur- 
ance: “Let not your heart be troubled: 
ye. believe in God, believe also in me... 
I go to prepare a place for you. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will 
come again, and receive you unto myself; 
that where I am, there ye may be also. ... 
If ye love me, keep my commandments. . . . 
Abide in me, and I in you. .. ..I am the 
vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth 
in me, and I in him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit: for without. me ye can 
do nothing.” 

The passages inquired about are deste: 

“And whatsoever ye shall ask in my 


name, that will I do, that the Father may 
be glorified in the Son. If ye shall ask 
any thing in my name, I will do it.” “Ye 
have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, 
and ordained you, that ye should go and 
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should 
remain: that whatsoever we shall ask of 
the Father in my name, he may give it you.” 

The name, in Oriental lands and in the 
Scriptures, is much more than a mere label, 
or verbal form of identification. The name 
stands for the personality of the one bear- 
ing the name, and for that one’s deepest, 
most intimate personality. To ask any- 
thing, therefore, in the name of Christ, 
means that the one asking is identified with 
Christ, and is authorized of God to appeal 
to the person of Christ as the authority 
and reason for the granting of the prayer. 

Only those can truly ask in the name of 
Christ who have received him as Saviour 
and have been, therefore, crucified with 
Christ, so that it is no longer they that 
live, but Christ liveth in them (Gal. 2: 20). 

To ask in the name of Christ is to be in 
Christ. 

These precious prayer assurances given 
to us by Christ must, of course, be taken 
in connection with the other teachings from 
his lips or elsewhere in the Scriptures con- 
cerning prevailing and, answered prayer. 
For example: “If ye abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye 
will, and it. shall be done unto you” (John 
15:7). The abiding Christian is one who 
has surrendered fully to Christ as Lord 
(Rom. 6:13; 12:1), and is trusting the 
Lord fully. 

Furthermore, we can truly and intelli- 
gently pray in the name of Christ only 
when we pray “according to his will” (1 
John 5: 14, 15). 

Praying -in his name means also praying 
in faith, 

When these conditions of prayer are met, 
then .the child of God who prays: in the 
name of Jesus Christ will have an experi- 
ence in prayer “exceeding abundantly above 
all that we ask or think, according -to the 
power that worketh in us” (Eph. 3: 20). 
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Encouragement for Sunday school workers from the 
Scriptures and many actual experiences 


Winning the Children for Christ oorseecariona tisrag 











Te) STOr 


By William Olney 








HERE can be few subjects more im- 

| portant for the prayerful consideration 
of the Christian worker than his atti- 

tude to young hearts. He need not go 
further than the Word to find how God’s 
grace wins the young to a knowledge of 
himself, Young Joseph with his God- 
given and prophetic dreams, leading to a 
holy life and great usefulness; the youthful 
Moses prepared by God in a kingly court 
for the great position as leader of a nation 
in after days; the stripling David advanc- 
ing trustfully to the conflict with the giatit ; 
the lad Samuel receiving from God the 
message for his older servant; the boy 
Josiah raised at eight years of age to the 
throne to become the channel of divine 
blessing to his people; the children singing 
their hosannas in the Temple; Timothy, 
as a child, drinking in the truth of the 
Word of God. Divine revelation and hu- 
man experience are at one concerning the 
wisdom of expecting grace to win the heart 
of a child. Proverbs teaches us: “Train 
up a child in the way he should go: and 
when he is old, he will not depart from it.” 


What Makes Great Men? 


There is a story that Queen Victoria, 
who was sitting next to the statesman, 
John Bright, at a banquet, asked him in 
the course of the conversation, “Where 
do all these great men come from?” — 
meaning the generals, statesmen, and the 
others sitting at the table. Bright’s humor- 
ous answer was: “From babies, Your Ma- 
jesty!” No great man ever lived who was 
not influenced by some teaching in his child- 
hood. It has been well said that the child’s 
heart is the key to the position. When 
Israel won Jericho they had, to a certain 
degree, the whole of the Promised Land 
laid cpen before them. * 

An amusing illustration of the influence 
that may be brought to bear upon a child’s 
mind is found in the life of C. H. Spur- 
geon. As a lad, he was puzzled by seeing 
upon the mantelpiece a large apple con- 
tained in a very narrow-necked bottle. It 
was impossible for the fruit to have been 
introduced inside through the neck, and it 
was most unlikely that the glass bottle 
had been manufactured round the apple, 
even had it been possible to do it. The 
problem was solved one day, when, pass- 
ing through an orchard, the observant boy 
saw a bottle tied over a bud on the branch 
of an apple tree. The fruit was evidently 
growing inside. The environment of the 
early days was seen perfected in the posi- 
tion of the fruit afterward. The parable 
needs no application. 

With the ordinary minister the provision 
for the young will always be connected 
with the Sunday school. Happy is the 
pastor who, at least occasionally, visits 
his school and makes a prayerful and spe- 
cial effort to reap the decision of young 
hearts for Christ from the months or years 
of faithful teaching they have received. 
It has pleased the’ Spirit of God at times 


“I would rather receive the title of 
S.S.T.,” said Spurgeon, “than M.A., 
or B.A., or any other honor ever con- 
ferred by men. There is no time for 
serving the Lord like the earliest days 
of youth.” And by S.S.T. Spurgeon 
meant Sunday School Teacher. 


The writer of this article, an ex- 
perienced British worker among chil- 
dren and young people, heard the 
great preacher, Spurgeon, and he gives 
two interesting incidents from his life. 
In addition, he tells of the conversions 
of a number of children and quotes 
several quaint letters from them tell- 
ing of their decisions for Christ. Mr. 
Olney’s valuable suggestions, the Bible 
passages he quotes, and his stories 
from real life should lead pastors, 
teachers, and parents to work with re- 
newed zeal and hope for the conver- 
sion of the children under their care. 








to give special blessing to a whole assembly 
of children, From the annals of revival 
we find that in one: of the Welsh valleys 
there was a meeting together of the Sun- 
day schools in the district. An air of ex- 
pectation pervaded the youthful multitude. 
The minister began to read Isaiah 64: 
“Oh that thou wouldest rend the heavens, 
that thou wouldest come down, that the 
mountains might flow down at thy presence, 
as when the melting fire burneth, the fire 
causeth the waters to boil, to make thy 
name known.” He did not proceed far 
before a wave of conviction of sin came 
over the lads and lasses, and the reading 
was stayed through the sounds of emotion, 
while the young inquirers were dealt with 
by faithful teachers. 


Under Conviction of Sin 


A servant of God — now gone to his rest 
—has left the story of his sitting in his 
vestry one Sunday afternoon when the 
Sunday school was in progress. He 
thought, as he sat there, that the sound 
proceeding from the school was quite un- 
usual. He went across and found the boys 
and girls weeping under conviction of sin. 
It was easy work that afternoon to lead 
many to the Saviour’s feet. Of course, 
these are exceptional cases of divine bless- 
ing. But how frequently do we find in the 
columns of The Baptist Times, devoted to 
the records of baptisms, the number of 
candidates reported, and then the words 
added —so many from the Sunday school. 
A certain teacher known to the. writer 
formed the plan of meeting his class for 
one hour in his own home during the week. 
The hour was very popular with the lads. 
Often the teacher would witness afterward 
that as he entered the room the sense of 
the divine presence was as clear as was the 
little company of lads. God so blessed 
those gatherings that, one after another, 
nearly the whole class was brought to the 
Saviour. One of those lads, now advanced 
in years, has just resigned the position of 
leader of a men’s Bible: class in a Baptist 


Chapel in the Southwest of London; an- 
other of them became a most able open- 
air preacher; a third was secretary of the 
mission in which he labored; a fourth was 
a devoted tract distributor; a fifth invited 
his teacher in after years to luncheon at 
Holborn Restaurant, saying, as the meal 
proceeded, that all his blessing in life he 
owed to the work of that Sunday school 
class. 

Last summer two of our best known 
London churches, in admitting new mem- 
bers, welcomed children by the side of their 
elders, one or two being as young as eight 
or nine years of age. The Sunday school 
is a hopeful field for a harvest of souls, 
when believing effort is made. 


The Saviour’s Love for the Children 


But these paragraphs are written to en- 
courage occasional preachers, as well as 
settled ministers, to look for the conver- 
sion of boys and girls through the preach- 
ing of the Gospel. Surely we have no 
greater encouragement so to do than the 
remembrance of how the salvation of chil- 
dren was the cause of joy to Christ. He 
said, “Of such is the kingdom of heaven.” 
On one occasion, when he had uttered 
rebukes against those cities which had lis- 
tened to him and rejected his words, it 
is written: “In that hour Jesus rejoiced 
in spirit, and said, I thank thee, O Father, 
Lord of Heaven and earth, that thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and prudent, 
and hast revealed them unto babes: even 
so, Father, for so it seemed good in thy 
sight” (Luke 10:21). To doubt the will- 
ingness of God to bring children to the 
knowledge of his Son, or to neglect the 
means which can be used for their sal- 
vation, is to rob Christ of what was a. joy 
to him in his earthly life. 

It is a false idea that the mind of a child 
cannot receive divine truth. The writer 
of these lines is acquainted with each per- 
son mentioned in the following incidents. 
A mother was busy on a washing day, 
when she saw her little one of six years 
of age coming to her with a tearful face. 

“What is the matter?” she asked. 

The child answered: “Mother, I have a 
naughty heart, I do not love Jesus.” 

The mother said: “I am too busy ito 
attend to you now; go into the next room 
and tell Jesus.” 

The child did so, and presently returned 
with that light upon her face which is never 
found on sea or land, but which reflects 
the joy of heart when one has received the 
assurance of forgiveness of sin, That child 
has now grown up, and is a wife and 
mother, but to the present day mother 
and daughter agree that it was a true 
sense of sin which drew the little one to 
the Saviour’s feet. 

An evangelist was walking home with a 
minister after a Sunday afternoon service. 
His companion said: “You are going to 
have a cup of tea with ‘me; be sure and 
speak to my little boy Leonard.” The 
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evangelist asked his age and was surprised 
when: the father said: “Only six.” 

' AS tea was drawing to a close, first one 
parent, and then the other, left the room. 
The evangelist was alone with the child. 
Calling him to the sofa, he said: “You 
have a naughty heart; it makes you think 
bad thoughts, and speak bad words, and 
do bad things. Shall we ask Jesus, who 
loved you and died for your sins, to give 
you a new heart?” 

The little boy answered: “Yes.” 

They knelt together by the sofa, and 
asked that the little one’s heart might 
be changed then and there. 

Some ten years afterward the boy’s 
mother was going about the house singing: 


’Twas a happy day and no mistake, 

When Jesus from my heart did take 

The load of sin which made it ache, 
And filled my soul with joy. 


The boy of sixteen, at the close of her 
singing, said: “Yes, Mother, and ‘’twas a 
happy day and no mistake’ when Jesus 
changed my heart kneeling by the 
preacher’s side.” 

A child can take in the doctrine of the 
New Birth.: So is it with the teaching of 
the Atonement. E. M., when a girl of 
nine, was left at home one Sunday evening 
to care for her two little sisters while 
her parents went to church. As they shut 
the door behind them, E. said to her sis- 
ters: ‘“Let’s play Sunday school.” Chairs 
were set and the two little scholars sat 
down. E, opened the hymn book and gave 
out: 


Oh ’tis a thing most wonderful 
Almost too wonderful to be, 
That God should send His Son from Heaven 
To die to save a child like me. 
As she read out the hymn, the vision of 
the cross rose before her young mind. 
She understood for the first time that 
Christ had taken her place, and died for 
her sins. Her joy was great. When the 
parents returned, after the children had 
gone to bed, the mother came up to give 
them the good-night kiss. As she came to 
E. she said: “What has happened? I 
never saw you looking like this before.” 
“No,” said the little one. “As I gave 
out the hymn for the children I saw Jesus 
on the cross, and knew that he died for 
me. It has made me so happy, Mother.” 
The sense of sin, the need of a changed 
heart, and the blessed fact of redemption 
through the shed blood on Calvary can 
all be taken in and understood by a child. 


“I Have Never Had Cause to Regret —” 


In a village near Dover a preacher saw 
the photograph of a child upon the mantel- 
piece. He asked questions about the lad, 
and found that the boy, while only eight 
years of age, had been baptized and re- 
ceived into the church fellowship by Mr. 
Spurrier, Baptist minister for years in Col- 
chester. The visitor said he would like 
to meet the lad. The reply was: 

“He is a full grown man, but the wish 
shall be reported to him.” 

Some months later, in one of the London 
suburbs, a gentleman asked to see the 
preacher. He said: “I am the lad who 
was received into church membership at 
the age of eight, and I have never had 
cause to regret all these years that I con- 
fessed my Saviour so young.” . Divine truth 
has a depth in it which the wisest minds 
cannot fathom, and yet there is a sim- 
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plicity about foundation truth which. en- 
ables the youthful heart to receive it. The 
writer has heard the great servant of 
God, C. H. Spurgeon, say that he never 
found the class of boys he took in the Sun- 
day school more attentive than when he 
expounded to them the five points of Cal- 
vinism: Election, Original Sin, Redemption, 
Effectual Calling, and Final Perseverance. 
We wonder how many of our Sunday 
school teachers today are sufficiently im- 
bued with Scriptural knowledge to explain 
these great points of revelation to their 
classes ! 

A delightful evidence of the intelligent 
way in which young hearts receive the 
Saviour is seen in the letters the converts 
write. A girl of. nineteen wrote as follows: 
“I remember having given my heart to 
the Lord Jesus at the age of three, in West 
China, where my parents were C. M. S. 
missionaries for twenty-five years. The 
first woman convert they were privileged 
to see was hired as my nurse, She used 
to speak to me so simply of her faith in 
Jesus that I knelt down one night at my 
mother’s knee'and told Jesus in my prayer 
that I would let him have my heart. All 
my brothers and sisters — seven — were 
converted before five years of age. The 
youngest is now eight.” 


Thoughtful and Joyous Testimonies 


A boy of thirteen writes: “I was con- 
verted at the age of six. My father was 
assisting another man in conducting tent 
services, and one day all those who were 
already Christians, and those who wished 
to be, were invited to stand up and repeat 
some sentence—I cannot remember the 
exact words now. I felt my need of a 
Saviour, and could not rest until I ac- 
cepted him; so I stood up and repeated the 
words. I know that in so doing I ac- 
cepted Christ as my Saviour. Both my 
father and mother were present. After 
the meeting I had a decision card given 
to me. I still have it signed.” 


The following are all letters from chil- 
dren: 


I decided to take Jesus on Sunday, March 

5, as my Saviour. wanted him ever so 

much, but I did not take him as my 
- Saviour until Sunday. 


I decided to have Jesus as my Saviour 
on Sunday; and with God’s grace, I will 
follow him all the way. 


On Thursday I decided to give my heart 
to Jesus and to have him as my Saviour. 
I told Mother and Father I had taken 
Christ, and they were very pleased. My 
age is eight. 


By the grace of God I acknowledge Jesus 
Christ as my Saviour and Lord, and in his 
strength, I will strive to serve him and 
follow him. 


I was converted on the Sunday afternoon, 
which was a very happy and joyful one. It 
was a good job that you were here that 
Sunday afternoon, or else perhaps some of 
us boys and girls, men and women, would 
have been still unconverted, and that would 
have made the afternoon unhappy. 


After listening to the service on Sunday 
evening, I have decided to follow Jesus and 
to do all I. can to please him. How old 
do you think I will have to be before I can 
be baptized? I am nearly ten now. 


I enjoyed the service last night, and when 
I woke up this morning I felt that my sins 
had been quite washed away, and that the 
Lord: Jesus’-has helped me in everything 
that I have done today. 


The Lord Jesus made my heart his home 
on Wednesday, May 11. 
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I gave my heart to the Lord Jesus on 
Tuesday, April 8, 1934: for he died for 
me (aged 12%). 

Ministers with whom the writer has 
labored in special services have received 
during the last eighteen and a half years 
7,863 of such letters from boys and girls 
under thirteen years of age. (It is best 
not to give the adult decision card into the 
hands of these younger children.) Who 
can tell how. ministers, missionaries, Sun- 
day school teachers, and other Christian 
workers will be called into service, later 
on, from these thousands of children who 
have declared their decisions in writing 
when the excitement of the meetings was 
over! 


“Train Up a Child —” 


Examples of the conversion of the young 
might be multiplied.. President Edwards, 
in his great work on Christian Doctrine, 
lays much stress upon the conversion of a 
child named Phoebe Bartlett, at five years 
of age, and introduces in the same volume 
a letter from her confirming her decision. 

Lord Shaftesbury attributed to a Chris- 
tian nurse his decision for. the Lord Jesus 
when scarcely past infancy. That Chris- 
tian nurse died before the child was eight 
years of age. 

As General Booth was holding a great 
convention of the Salvation Army in the 
Crystal Palace, he made an appeal for im- 
mediate decision for Christ. A little girl 
pushed her way through the congregation 
and knelt at a chair at the General’s feet. 
She turned out to be his own granddaugh- 
ter, Miriam Booth, and from that early 
decision she never went back, and she be- 
came one of the most valued officers in 
the Salvation Army. 

Dr. A. C. Dixon, one of the successors 
of C. H. Spurgeon at the Metropolitan 
Tabernacle, has left it on record that ‘he 
was baptized at the age of eleven, along 
with nearly a hundred older converts. God 
sealed that early decision with a mighty 
anointing of his Holy Spirit. 

A minister, who is just laying down his 
charge in the East of London, tells of be- 
ing brought to the Saviour as a boy in a 
mission school. In connection with that 
same mission, a little fellow, in a service 
so disorderly that the police had to be 
called in, yielded his young heart to Jesus, 
and is now preaching the Gospel of his 
Saviour. 

One of the most useful workers in spe- 
cial services the writer ever met with was 
an elderly lady at Ilford. Nothing was too 
self-sacrificing for her to do, if only she 
could lead a soul to Christ. She tells how, 
as a child of five years, she was sitting 
by the side of a sick tenant of her father’s, 
to whom she had brought some little pres- 
ent, when the clergyman came in to pray 
with the man. Getting up from his knees, 
he asked the little one: “Have you given 
your heart to Jesus?” When she said: 
“No,” he remarked: “Then we must pray 
again’; and kneeling again he asked that 
the child might find Christ. She dates her 
decision for the-Lord from that prayer. 

A retired minister, living at Brentford, 
tells how his three girls, aged six, eight, 
and nine, exhibited a change of life, show- 
ing that their hearts were renewed by grace 
at those early ages, 

An evangelist, being told that he was 
criticized for being a preacher to. children, 
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replied: “Yes,’and I glory in it!” C. H. 
Spurgeon, hearing that many of the chil- 
dren -of the ministers educated in his Col- 
lege had not accepted their father’s Sav- 
iour, procured the names of as many as 
he could and wrote them individual letters. 
As the present writer has gone about the 
country he has heard at times of the re- 
sults of these letters in the turning of youth- 
ful hearts to Christ. Conversions in our 
churches would be multiplied if ministers 
and evangelists would seek individual talks 
with their young hearers. In multitudes 
of cases where the seed of the Word has 
been sown in the young heart by parents 
or faithful teachers, the harvest of decision 
still remains to be reaped. An affectionate 
appeal to accept Christ would often result 
in decisions. This word is not for pastors 
and preachers alone, but for the Sunday 
school teacher. When the lesson has been 
diligently prepared and earnestly delivered, 
still the appeal remains to be made. After 
the benediction closing the Sunday school, 
how frequently might the teacher keep 
back a boy or girl for a few minutes’ quiet 
conversation! The young heart. yielded’ to 
the Saviour would often be the teacher's 
reward, 


A visit to the home, on the part of the 
Christian worker; a loving letter, urging 
the child to accept the Lord Jesus; the 
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gathering together’ of little groups, either 
in the church or in a home — these have all 
been used of the Spirit as a means to the 
conversion of some. Above and beyond all, 
faith and prayer in connection with the 
conversion of children should be more dili- 
gently exercised. The teacher’s prayer list, 
—and perhaps the preacher’s, too, — fre- 
quently prayed over, will be a step toward 
the ingathering of the young for Christ. 

Let not the subject be hastily dismissed 
from the mind. We are face to face with 
indifference and coldness toward Christian- 
ity in England and America. Sport, pleas- 
ure, and semi-infidelity, unexpressed but 
allowed in the heart; a growing reluctance 
to attend the House of God, of whatever 
denomination the place of worship may be; 
—dall these obstacles render the work of 
winning souls more difficult today than in 
our fathers’ time. But where is the Chris- 
tian worker who, in the congregation, Sun- 
day school class, or private life, cannot 
get the ear of boys and girls? The words 
of the Lord Jesus are true about this: 
“Say not ye, There are yet four ‘months, 
and then cometh harvest? behold, I say 
unto you, Lift up your eyes, and look on 
the fields; for they are white already to 
harvest.” Let us apply his exhortation to 
the work among the young. 

Lonpon, Enc. 
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A letter to the Editor from a busy lawyer, who writes : 
“My class is more than a hobby, it is my business.” 


Men’s Bible Class 


By George S. Jones 




















when I was superintendent of the 

Vineville Methodist Sunday School, 
we began supplying our teachers with THE 
Sunpay ScHoot Times, and I think we 
have done so continuously since that time. 
To my mind it is the greatest religious 
paper in the world, for it stands for indi- 
vidual Christianity, something we are prone 
to subordinate te mass religion. «+ 

I am glad to have an opportunity to 
furnish a report on our men’s class which 
I have had the honor and privilege of 
teaching for over twenty-five years. Our 
enrollment is éver one hundred and fifty, 
and our average attendance is about one- 
half that number. We could bring up 
our average by being a little more strict 
with our enrollment; but we believe in 
keeping the men’s names on our books as 
long as they come occasionally. 

We are an organized class and we have 
our own separate worship service. In 
fact, all four of the mature adult classes 
have separate class exercises. Attendance, 
enrollment, and fellowship are looked after 
by the president and other officers. Every 
member who is absent receives, the follow- 
ing week, from the very efficient secretary, 
a neat and attractive card expressing re- 
gret at the absence of the absentee. We 
have found this most helpful. The absentee 
is usually seen personally by some member 
of the class, and a committee is charged 
expressly with the duty of maintaining con- 
tact with absent members. 

We are a suburban church with about 
twelve hundred members, and it is not as 
difficult to keep 4#p with our class mem- 
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bership as it would be in a larger city 
church, 

In fact, the class is most unusual in its 
membership, which includes leading busi- 
ness and professional men of the city, mem- 
bers of the faculty of Wesleyan College, 
which is near by, and others who are bet- 
ter qualified to teach than I am. 

I am afraid my teaching methods are 
subject to this criticism: that during the 
lesson period I do most of the talking. I 
have tried asking questions and seeking 
to “draw out,” but the “saturation” plan 
is about the best I can do. 

We have two aims: soul-winning and 
deepening the spiritual life of our mem- 
bers. We are rather keen about interest- 
ing newcomers to the community and try- 
ing to develop them in Christian experience 
and establish their church contact. Only 
a few Sundays ago three of our members, 
mature men, professed conversion and 
joined the church on profession of faith. 
The class tries to be a feeder for the 
church, 

We do occasionally vary our programs. 
On the last Sunday in December we had 
a testimony meeting, and the men were so 
ready with their testimonies that neither 
the preacher, who visited us that morning 
to see how we came out, nor I had a chance 
to get in more than a word or two. It 
was really a great and refreshing occasion 
and a great encouragement to me. I wrote 
the following letter to each member of 
the class, and the response was most in- 
spiring : 

This is a form letter, but it is just as per- 
sonal as I ean make it, too. 
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This is a time for taking stock, ‘and our 
lesson Sunday is about “Tests of a Christian.” 

I am thinking we might have a sort of an 
experience meeting at the Sunday school hour. 
“The Lord hath done great things for us; 
whereof we are glad.” What has he done 
for you individually ? 

Personally, Jesus Christ is very real to me 
this Christmas, and I aim to know him better 
and serve him better this coming year. 

If you have no satisfactory experience, come 
and listen to what others may want to say 
of theirs. 

If you have a satisfactory experience and 
don’t feel like saying anything about it, come 
on and enjoy with others what they may 
want to tell. 


If you feel like telling us in a minute or 
less about what God has done for you this 
past year (not what you have done for him or 
what some one else has done for you), come 
and tell us. 

“Let the redeemed of the Lord say so.” 

No one will be urged or embarrassed. 

Many thanks for your kindnesses to me. 
$ Merry Christmas Season and a Happy New 

ear, 


The class has some “practical” activities 
which may be interesting. For over twen- 
ty-five years our Sunday school has as- 
sumed the support of one of our church 
missionaries in Japan, W. J. Callahan, and 
for many years past, of both himself and 
his wife, who is a missionary. also.. Our 
class once a month applies its collections 
to this object, our share of the support 
being $300 per annum. Mr. Callahan has 
developed a tent evangelism to reach the 
rural sections which have never had the 
Gospel, and it has been very successful. 
His tent work was supported at first by 
an elect lady from the East, who lived 
I believe in New England, not a member 
of our church; but she had to abandon it, 
and for the last year or two our class has 
furnished the money to keep this work 
going. In addition to this we have bought 
two Ford. cars for Mr. Callahan, and he 
will have about worn out the second one 
in this itinerant work by the time he re- 
tires this year. We hope to keep up this 
tent evangelism even after Mr. Callahan 
retires, for Mr. Shiver, another one of our 
missionaries, has taken it up. The Sunday 
school will assume the support of Mr. and 
Mrs. Huckabee upon the retirement of Mr. 
and Mrs. Callahan, and our class will have 
its part in this support. 

We became responsible several years ago 
for twe motherless twin girls here in Ma- 
con, who are now about seventeen years 
old, and we are supporting and educating 
them, 

Finally, we do follow the International 
Uniform Lessons, and I consider them 
much more satisfactory for all classes than 
any other lesson series. My objection to, 
the other courses of study, graded and 
otherwise, is that there is usually too little 
Bible and too much other material in the 
other courses. Also the helps for the In- 
ternational Uniform Lessons are sounder 
and more spiritual. I just don’t want to 
waste any part of the thirty minutes we 
have per week for the lesson on anything 
but the Bible. We have been having a 
fine time this year with old “Simon John- 
son” (bar Jona). I would not know how 
to get on in my work without THe Sunpay 
ScHoot Times lesson helps and editorials. 
More strength to you! 

I must apologize for the length of this 
letter, but my class is more than a hobby,. 
it is my business, and I love to talk and 
write about it. 


Macon, Ga. 
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The Chariots of God 
(Continued from second page) 


Another instance: I knew a sister at a 
convention who was put to sleep in a room 
with two others on account of the crowd. 
She wanted to sleep, but they wanted to 
talk, and the first night she was greatly 
disturbed, and lay fretting and fuming long 
even after the others had hushed and she 
might have slept. The next day she heard 
something about God’s chariots, and at 
night she accepted these talking sisters as 
her chariots to carry her over into sweet- 
ness and patience, and she lay there peace- 
ful and at rest. When, however, it grew 
very late, and she knew they all ought to 
be sleeping, she ventured to say shyly, “Sis- 
ters, I am lying here riding in a chariot.” 
The effect was instaneous in producing per- 
fect quiet. Her chariot had carried her 
over to victory, not only inwardly, but 
at last outwardly as well. : 

If we would ride in God’s chariots, in- 
stead of in our own, we should find this to 
be the case continually. ‘Woe to them that 
go down to Egypt for help; and stay on 
horses, and trust in chariots, because they 
are many; and in horsemen, because‘ they 
are very strong; but they look not unto 
the Holy One. ... The Egyptians are men, 
and not God; and their horses flesh, and 
not spirit . . . they all shall fail together” 
(Isa. 31: 1-3). “Some trust in chariots, 
and some in horses: but we will remember 
the name of the Lord our God. They are 
brought down and fallen: but we are risen, 
and stand upright” (Psa. 20: 7). 

Our constant temptation is to trust in the 
“chariots of Egypt.” We can see them; 
they are tangible and real, and they look 
so substantial; while God’s chariots are 
invisible and intangible, and it is hard to 
believe they are there. Our eyes are not 
opened to see them. “Lord, open his eyes, 
‘that he may see” —and he saw that “the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots 
of fire.” 

“Thou hast reproached the Lord, and 
hast said, With the multitude of my chariots 
I am come up” (2 Kings 19: 23). We try 
-to reach the high places with the “multi- 
tude of our chariots.” We depend first on 
one thing, and then on another, to advance 
our spiritual condition, and to gain. our 
spiritual victories. We “go down to Egypt 
for help.” And God is obliged often to 
destroy all our own chariots before he 
can bring us to the point of mounting into 
his. (Micah 5:10; Hag. 2: 22.) 

We lean too much upon a friend to help 
us in the spiritual life, and the Lord is 
obliged to separate us from that friend. We 
feel that our spiritual prosperity depends 
on the ministry of a favorite preacher, and 
he is mysteriously removed. We look upon 
our Bible class as the chief source of our 
spiritual strength, and we are shut up from 
attending it. A “chariot of God” is to be 
found in the very deprivations over which 
we mourn. God must burn up with the 
fire of his love every chariot of our own 
that stands in the way of our mounting 
into his. “It is good for me that I have 
been afflicted; that I might learn thy stat- 
utes” (Psa. 119:71). 

Let us be thankful, then, for every trial 
that will help to destroy our chariots, and 
will compel us to take refuge in the “char- 
iot of God,” which stands ready arid wait- 
ing beside us. 
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“An horse is.a vain thing for safety ... 
the Lord he is our help and our ‘shield’ 
(Psa. 33:17-20). “My soul, wait thou 
only upon God. . . ..God is my salvation 
...- my glory ... my strength ... my 
refuge” (Psa. 62:5-7). We have to be 
brought to the place where all other refuges 
fail us, before we can say, “‘He only.” We 
say, “He, and—something else.” “He, 
and my experience,” “He, and my church,” 
or “He, and my Christian work.” All that 
comes after the “and” must be taken away, 
or proved useless, before we can come to 
the “He unly.” As long as visible chariots 
are at hand, the soul will not mount into 
God’s invisible ones. 

If we want to ride with God “upon the 
heavens,” we have to be brought to an end 
of all riding upon the earth (Psa. 68:4). 

“I waited patiently for the Lord. ... He 
brought me up also out ofan horrible pit 
. .. and set my feet upon a rock, and es- 
tablished my goings” (Psa. 40: 1, 2). When 
we mount into God’s chariot, our goings 
are “established,” for no obstacles can 
hinder its triumphal course. All losses, 
therefore, are gains that bring us to this. 
“What things were gain to me, those I 
counted loss for Christ ... I count them 
but dung, that I may win Christ” (Phil. 
3:7). Paul understood this, and he gloried 
in the josses which brought him such un- 
speakable gain. “Lest I should be exalted 
. . . there was given to me a thorn in 
the flesh. . . . I besought the Lord thrice, 
that it might depart from me. And. he 
said unto me, My grace is sufficient for 
thee: for my strength is made perfect in 
weakness” (2 Cor. 12:7-9). Even the 
“thorn in the flesh,” the messenger of 
Satan sent to buffet Paul, became only a 
chariot to his willing soul, that carried him 
to heights of triumph which he could have 
reached in no other way. To “take pleas- 
ure” in one’s trials, what is this but turn- 
ing them into the grandest of chariots! 

Joseph had a revelation of his future 
triumphs and reigning, but the chariots that 
carried him there looked to the eye of 
sense like the bitterest failures and defeats. 
It was a strange road to a kingdom, through 
slavery and prison, and yet by no other 
road could Joseph have reached his tri- 
umph, 


His dream (Gen. 37: 5-10). 

His chariots (Gen. 37: 19, 20, 27, 28; 39: 
19, 20). 

95,20) he rode in them (Gen. 39: 1-6, 21-23). 

His triumph (Gen. 41: 38-43). 

And now a word as to how we are to 
mount: these chariots: 

My answer would be simply this: Find 
out where God is in each one of them, and 
hide yourself in him. Or, in other words, 
do what the little child does when trouble 
comes, who hides in its mother’s arms, and 
is carried triumphantly through all dangers. 
And how much more triumphantly shall 
we be carried, who mount into the chariot 
of the “arms of God.” “In his love and 
in his pity he redeemed them; and he bare 
them, and carried them all the days. of old” 
(Isa. 63:9). 

Get into your chariot, then. . Take each 
thing that is wrong in your life as God’s 
chariot for you. No matter who the 
builders of the wrong may be, whether ‘men 
or devils, hy the time it reaches your side 
it is God’s chariot for you, and is meant 
to carry you to a heavenly place. of tri- 
umph. Shut out all the second causes, and 
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find the Lord in it. Say, “Lord, open my 
eyes, that I may see, not the visible enemy, 
but thy unseen chariots of deliverance.” 

Accept his will in the trial, whatever it 
may be, and hide yourself in his arms of 
love. Say, “Thy will be done; thy will be 
done!” over and over. Shut out every 
other thought but this one, and trust in his 
love. Make your trial your chariot, and 
you will find your soul “riding upon the 
heavens” with God, in a way you never 
dreamed could be. 

I have not a doubt that if our eyes were 
opened today we should see our homes, 
our places of business, filled with the “char- 
iots of God.” There is no need for any 
one of us to walk for lack of chariots. 
That trial of yours, which has been a 
Juggernaut car to crush your soul into the 
dust, may henceforth be a glorious chariot 
to carry you to the heights of heavenly 
patience. That misunderstanding, that mor- 
tification, that unkindness, that disappoint- 
ment, that loss, that defeat, — all are char- 
iots waiting to carry. you to the very heights 
of victory you have so longed to. reach. 

Mount .with thankful hearts, and lose 
sight of all second causes. 








Notes From a 
Layman’s Greek Testament 
By Ernest Gordon 




















Get thee quickly out of Jerusalem: 
for they will not receive thy testimony 
concerning me (Acts 22: 18). 


HE Lord tells Paul that the Jerusalem 

Jews are hopelessly hardened and that 
the only thing to do is to leave them to 
their fate. 

Paul in the spirit of his own words, “For 
I could wish that myself were accursed 
from Christ for my brethren,” began to 
explain and extenuate Jewish unreason, 
charging it upon himself in his old perse- 
cuting Sauline. days. But the Lord -sum- 
marily cut him off. 

Clearly the Lord did not want to hear 
this rehearsal of Paul’s sins of the past. 
He had cast them behind ‘his back. Paul 
brings them out into the daylight again, 
the imprisonings and beatings, his consent 
to the martyrdom of Stephen, his keeping 
of the raiment of them that slew him. He 
remembers the words of the Lord in his 
previous appearance to him, “Saul, Saul, 
why persecutest thou me?” 

But the Lord does not wish to remem- 
ber them. He does not, in reply, deign to 
refer to them. He speaks almost sharply, 
“Depart: for I will send thee far hence 
unto the Gentiles.” Paul was to forget 
the things that were behind and to press on 
to the prize of the high calling. 


They used helps, undergirding the 
ship (Acts 27:17). 


HE word for helps, boetheia, is used once 

again in the New Testament, namely 
in Hebrews 4:16, “And find grace to help 
in time of need.” - It is a suggestive paral- 
lel. Overcome with the feeling of our in- 
firmities, in all points tempted, cast into a 
time of need,—how like. to drifting, 
storm-driven, rock-threatened ships we 
often are, and how.we. need the “helps,” 
the undergirding from above. 


Re, pe 
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LESSON 2. APRIL 14. CHRIST THE SAVIOUR 


International Uniform Lesson.—Luke 2 :11, 30-32; 15:3-7; John 3:14-17; 10:9-11, 14-16, 27, 28; Acts 3:1-18; 
Rom. 5:1-11; Phil. 2:5-11, 2 Tim. 1:9, 10; printed text, John 3:14-17; Rom. 5:6-10, Phil. 2:5-11 


Golden Text.—For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life-—John 3:16 

















The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is John 3 : 14-17; Rom. 5 : 6-10; Phil. 2 : 5-11 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up: 

15 That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
eternal life. 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have 
everlasting life. 

17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; 
but that the world through him might be saved. 


Rom. 5:6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time 
Christ died for the ungodly. 

7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradven- 
ture for a good man some would even dare to die. 

8 But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 
were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

9 Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be 
saved from wrath through him. ‘ 

10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son; much more, being reconciled, we shall be 
saved by his life. 

j Phil. 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
esus : 

6 Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be 
equal with God: 

7 But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the 
form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men: 

8 And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and 
became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. _ 

9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and given him 
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John 3:14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, 
even so must the Son of man be lifted up; 15 that whosoever 
1 believeth may in him have eternal life. 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth on him should not perish, but have 
eternal life. 17 For God sent not the Son into the world to judge 
the world; but that the world should be Saved through him. 


Rom. 5:6 For while we were yet weak, in due season Christ died 
for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: 
for peradventure for the good man some one would even dare to 
die. 8 But God commendeth his own love toward us, in that, while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, being 
now justified *by his blood, shall we be saved from the wrath 
of God through him. 10 For if, while we were enemies, we were 
reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more, being 
reconciled, shall we be saved * by his life. 


Phil. 2: 5 Have this mind in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 
6 who, existing in the form of God, counted not the being on an 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, 7 but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a *servant, * being made in the likeness of men; 
8 and being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, becom- 
ing obedient even unto death, yea, the death of the cross. 9 Where- 
fore also God highly exalted him, and gave unto him the name 
which is above every name; 10 that in the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, of things in heaven and things on earth and 
5 things under the earth, 11 and that every tongue should confess 
that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 








a name which is above every name: 


10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things 
in heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; _ : 
11 And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ ¢s 


Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 


The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C, McQuilkin, D.D. 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


ECAUSE we have a heavenly Father, 
B we also have a Saviour, who is 

Christ the Lord. The first great 
Christian teaching, “The Heavenly*Father,” 
must needs be followed by the teaching on 
“Christ the Saviour.” Our study of God 
the Father centered in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, who is the revelation of the Father. 
Only through him we know the Father. 
So our study of Christ the Saviour takes 
us at once to the Father’s heart, from 
which sprang redemption’s plan. Because 
human beings, whom God created in his 
image to be his children, are lost in sin, 
the Father’s love provided a Saviour. 


The Historical Setting 

The interview with Nicodemus took 
place at the Passover, April, A. D. 27. 
Romans was written about A. D. 58, 
Philippians about A. D. 62. 

Verse by Verse 

John 3:14.—As Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent (Num. 21:5-0). See Special Topics. 
Even so must the Son of man. Mark the 
necessity of the death of Christ. (Cf. Heb. 
9:22; Luke 24: 26). 

Verse 16.—For God so loved. Salvation 
begins with God, who is love, and here is 
a measure of that inexpressible love — 
“so.” Loved the world. God loved lost 
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sinners — all of them; and Christ died for 
the undeserving (Rom. 5:8; Eph. 2: 4, 5). 
That he gave his only begotten Son, This 
means that he gave his Son to die (cf. 
John 1:18). That whosoever believeth in 
him. How glorious the universal invita- 
tion; our part is to believe in the crucified 
Saviour, not as Nicodemus was doing, but 
as lost sinners personally convicted of our 
need (2: 23-25). Should not perish. The 
most precious sentence in human language 
has imbedded in it the most dreadful word 
in human language: “perish.” But have 
everlasting life. One of God’s glorious 
“buts” (Rom. 3:22; 5:8; Titus 3:4). 
Eternal life is not mere continued existence, 
but is union with God in Christ, sharing 
the life of the eternal God (1 John 1: 2). 


Verse 17.—For God sent not his Son. 
No less than forty times in John’s Gospel 
does our Lord refer to the fact that the 
Father sent him. Christ will come the 
second time in judgment (2 Thess, 1: 7-9). 


Romans 5:6.—When we were yet with- 
out strength. Dead in sin, without the 
least ability to save or to help ourselves. 
In due time (cf. Gal. 4:4). All who lived 
before the cross might be saved by grace 
through faith, because his death covers all 
the past (Rom. 3: 25, 26). 

Verse 7.—Peradventure for a good man. 
There are exceptional cases when men will 
give their lives for a man who is not only 
upright, but is “good,” that is, full of mercy 
and love toward others. 


Verse: 9.—Much more. A key word of 


1Or, believeth in him may have. 
*Gr., becoming in. 


2Gr., in. °Gr., bondservant. 


5 Or, things of the world below, 
American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 


of Religious Education. 


this chapter (vs. 10, 15, 17, 20). Being 
now justified by his blood, Standing be- 
fore God as though we had never sinned, 
free from condemnation (Rom. 8:1). We 
shall be saved from wrath, Primarily re- 
ferring to the judgment and wrath to come 
(Rom. 2:5). 


Verse 10.—When we were enemies, The 
word means personal haters of God. By 
the death of his Son. Not by good works, 
or earthly merit, or church membership, 
or ordinances. Much more, being recon- 
ciled (cf. Rom. 8:32). We shall be saved 
by his life. This refers to his present res- 
urrection life, and covers salvation to the 
future completion of it, including the pres- 
ent life of victory over sin. 


Philippians 2:6—In the form of God. 
Because he was God in his essential es- 
sence, he appeared in that form of outward 
majesty and manifestation of the effulgence 
of his glory (John 5:37; 17:5; Col. 1: 
15; 2 Cor. 4:4). Thought it not robbery 
to be equal with God. He was equal with 
God, and did not consider that equality 
a thing to be grasped after, in contrast to 
Satan who sought to grasp an equality that 
was not his (Isa, 14: 12-15). 


Verse 7.—-Made himself of no reputation. 
“Emptied himself,’ not meaning that he 
gave up any of the essentials of deity, which 
he could not do, but he gave up the out- 
ward glory, limiting himself. The form 
of @ servant ... in the likeness of men. 
In complete contrast to the form of God. 
He bgtame real man, though he did not 
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cease to be God (Col. 1:19; 2:9; Rom. 
‘3:3; 5:19; Heb. 5:8; John ro: 18). 

Verse 9—Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him. As God, Christ could 
not be exalted higher than the Godhead. 
This exaltation is in contrast to his humili- 
ation. As he went to the lowest depths 
he shall be raised to the greatest heights 
of glory, not simply as God, but also as 
man (Psa. 8:6; 110:1; Matt. 28: 18; 
Mark 16:19; John 5:27; 10:17; 14:9; 
Eph. 1: 20-22; Heb. 2:9). 

Verse 10.—At the name of Jesus. The 
human name, indicating that all will wor- 
ship him as God and man, Things in 
heaven. Perhaps referring especially to 
angels (Eph. 1:21; Heb.. 1:6; 1 Pet. 3: 
22). Things under the earth. The dead 
(Rom. 14: 9, 11; Eph. 4: 9-16; Rev. 5: 13). 
The demons and the lost will also bow in 
fear (Mark 3:11; Jas. 2:19). 

The Heart of the Lesson 

The Golden Text of salvation is John 
3:16. The heart of salvation is love; 
love for those who deserve condemnation, 
wrath, and punishment. John 3:16 sums 
up the message of the whole Bible, and 
at the heart of this love verse is a Person. 
We speak of “the plan of salvation,” but 
the Lord Jesus himself is the plan. If we 
ask what the love of God is, we can know 
it only in Christ. If we ask what the price 
of sin is, the answer is seen in Christ 
on the cross. If we ask what eternal life 
is, the answer is this life is in God’s Son, 
and he that hath the Son hath life. If we 
ask how to obtain eternal life, the answer 
is to believe personally in the One who 
loved us and died for us and rose for us, 
Christ Jesus, who is our justification and 
who is our life. We have a glorious sal- 
vation, because we have a glorious Saviour. 
How shall we escape if we neglect so great 
a Saviour? 


Lesson Outlines 
TurEE. Musts oF ErernaAt LIFE 
1. Birth: We must be born again. 
2. Blood: Christ must be lifted to die. 


3. Believe: Whosoever is’ saved must 
believe. 

CHRIST THE SAVIOUR 

1. Who Christ is (Luke 2:11, 30-32; 
John 3:16; 3:13; Phil. 2: 5-11). 

2. What Christ did. (John 3: 14-17; 
10:.Q-I1, 14-16, 27, 28; Acts 3: 1-18; 
Rom. 5: 1-11; 2 Tim. 1:9, 10). 

3. What Christ does (Rom. 5: 1-5, 9- 
11; John 10:9, 16, 27, 28). 

4. Wheat we do with Christ (1) Re- 
ceive him as our personal Saviour. (2) 
Live by the power of the indwelling 
Lord. (3) Make him known to others. 


Special Lesson Topics and Truths 

The Type of the Lifted-up Serpent. The 
children of Israel were bitten by the fiery 
serpents in punishment for their sin of 
murmuring. The wound was fatal. This 
represents all men, because all have sinned, 
and “the wages of sin is death.” Moses 
made a serpent of brass, like in outward 
appearance to the fiery serpent. Christ, 
sinless and harmless. himself, as was the 
serpent of brass, was made sin for us. The 
serpent was lifted up, and this signified 
the manner of Christ’s death (John 12: 
33). Christ was made a curse for us, and 
the judgment of God fell upon him. The 


THE SUNDAY. SCHOOL TIMES 


Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
2. April 14.—Christ the Saviour ..Luke 2: 
11, 30-32; 15: 3-7; John 3: 14-17; 10: 
9-11, 14-16, 27, 28; Acts 3:1-18; Ro- 
mans 5:1-11; Philippians 2: 5-11; 
2 Timothy 1:9, 10 
3. April 2r—The Future Life (Easter Les- 
son). ..Matthew 25 : 31-46; Mark 12: 
26, 27; Luke 24:1-12; John 14:1- 
6; 1 Corinthians 15: 3-20, 50-58; 1 
Thessalonians 4: 13-18; Revelation 22: 1-5 
4. April 28. — The Holy Scriptures. 
Deuteronomy 6: 4-9; Joshua 1:8, 9; 
2 Kings 22:8-20; Nehemiah 8: 1-8; 
Psalm 19: 7-14; Luke 24 : 25-32; Acts 
17: 10-12; 2 Timothy 3:14-17; He- 
brews 1: 1-4 
5. May s5.—Sin, Repentance, and Faith. 
Genesis 3 : 1-24; Isaiah 1 : 10-20; Mark 
2:1-12; Luke 15: 11-24; Acts 2: 32- 
39; Romans 1 : 18-32; 3 : 10-18; 5 : 1-11 
6. May 14—The Christian Church ..Mat- 
thew 16: 13-20; Mark 4: 26-325 Acts 
2:41-47; Romans 12: 4-8; Ephesians 
I$ 18-23; 2:13-22; 4: 1- -165 § 3 22-27; 
1 Timothy 3: 15 
7 May 19.—Baptism. Matthew 3 : 13-17; 
28:19, 20; Acts 2:38, -41; 8 : 26-39; 


Romans. 6: 1-14 
8. May 26.—The Lord’s Supper. Matthew 
26 : 17-30; 1 Corinthians 11 : 23-29 
9. June 2—Our Day of Worship. Genesis 
2:2, 3; Exodus 20:8-11; Psalm 
100; John 4: 20-24; Acts 20:7; 
Colossians 3 : 15-17 


10. June 9.—The Holy Spirit (Pentecost 

Lesson). Joel 2: 28, 290; Luke 11 :9- 

3133 ‘John 3 :-g-8; 14: 316, 17, 26; 153 

26, 27; 16: 7-18; Acts 2: 1-21, 32, 33; 

Romans 8 : 1-17, 26, 27; 1 Corinthians 

12:1-13; Ephesians 1:13, 14; 3: 
14-21; 4: 1-6, 30 








stricken Israelites were to look at the 
lifted-up serpent, and those who looked, 
lived. So those who look with the eye of 
faith upon the Saviour who was lifted up 
on Calvary are saved from the death pen- 
alty of their sins. 


The Atonement. The death of Christ 
was necessary; there was no other way 
that God could solve the sin problem. 
Christ died in our place, as a propitiation 
offered to God, that is, he paid the eternal 
death penalty for our sin, as a vicarious, 
substitutionary sacrifice. He died. for -all, 
but his death avails only. for those who be- 
lieve. 

Other Special Topics. The Deity of 
Christ. The Love of God. The Life of 
Holiness. Soul Winning. The Mission- 
ary Message. The. Threefold Salvation. 
The Saviour in the Old Testament. 


Practicai and Personal Applications 


Do we believe we are lost without 
Christ? Christ died for the ungodly. 
Have our pupils seen themselves as un- 
godly? 


Hawe we received Christ as our Saviour? 
True saving faith includes (1) belief in 
Christ as the Son of God who is the Sav- 
iour, (2) conviction of personal need of a 
Saviour who died for me, (3) a committal 
of my life personally to him. Let us see 
that our pupils have taken this definite step. 

Are we sure of our salvation? It is pos- 
sible to be saved and yet not have assur- 
ance, either because of ignorance or of lack 
of surrender. Some have a false assurahce 
based on their church membership, their 
birth in a Christian home, a good moral 
life, cx a wrong: idea of .God’s ‘mercy. 
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Some church members have no: assurance 
of salvation because they have never really 
been born again. 


Are we living as saved people? © Christ 
gives resurrection power for holy living to 
those whose sins have been forgiven. 


Are we making the Saviour known? 
Christ is the Saviour of the world, He was 
proclaimed as a light to lighten the Gen- 
tiles. He died for the other sheep, who 
have not yet heard. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 

“When he beheld . . . he lived,” we read 
in Numbers 21:9; and every one of the 
millions who have looked at the crucified 
Saviour has eternal life. 


Sunday school teachers, lift up Christ 
before your pupils! 


The greatest soul winners have always 
preached the love of God for the worst 
sinners, and did it the more earnestly be- 
cause they all believed in the wrath of 
God upon sin. 


A short but great commentary on John 
3:16: First John 3: 16. 


God did not love us for what he saw we 
would be; he loves us now (1 John 4: io). 


Christ offers salvation to sinners, and a 
“much more salvation” to saved sinners, 
his own children (Rom. 5: 10; 8: 32). 

God’s greatest love verse has the wofd 
“perish” in it; God’s greatest love chapter 
closes with the words: “the wrath of God 
abideth on him.” , 


Christ saved us from sin, not to continue 
on in sin, 


Christ, who died to save us, lives to 
keep us. 
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Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their vari- 
ety, stimulus, and searching character. They 
are written by three mem “ of The Sun- 
day School cess staff, — Mr. McQuilkin, 
Mrs. Low, and Mr. Smith. Have you tried 
assigning some of the questions to different , 
members of your class, letting them see 
whether they can discover the answers as 
given on a later page of this issue? 


WE: does eternal life begin in. the be- 
liever ? 


2. Can a person lose eternal life? 


What is the strongest commendation of 
Gods love to us in the passages studied to- 


4. Is the unbelieving sinner on trial, pend- 
ing : verdict to be rendered at some future 
er 


Can you mention five or six names given 
to Christ in these lesson passages, and five 
or six titles or descriptions ? 


6. What are some of the reasons why 
Christians consider John 3:16 the greatest 
verse in the Bible? 


7. What statement in these passages on 
Christ the Saviour should stir us to a great 
zeal for foreign missions? 

8. What was the occasion of: Paul’s giving 
his marvelous statement pe eed the humil- 
iation and exaltation of Christ? 

9. Isaiah 14: 12-15 gives a picture ‘that is 
in contrast at every point to the mind of 
Christ as shown in Philippians 2: 5-11. To 
whom does it refer, and what are the startling 
contrasts ? - 

10. Did Nicodemus have saving faith in 
Christ? ‘Is it enough just to “believe,” with- 
out repenting and having the life transformed? 


Answers to the Questions 
The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on page ‘228. 


Lesson for April 14 


The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

fer this department; one dollar is paid for 

* each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the. conditions means that good i a 
are constantly having to be rejected —— 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that. portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to six the total for any one lesson. 

Four Facts.—For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not per- 
ish, but have everlasting life (Golden 
Text). A lad tried to preach on John 3: 
16 one day. He divided his text into four 
heads: 1. God loved. 2. God gave. 3. I 
believe. 4. I have. Can you make a bet- 
ter division than that?—From H. A. Iron- 
side. Sent by Jennie Ebersole, De Soto 
City, Fla, 


What Don’t You Believe?—For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only be- 
gotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish. (Golden Text). The 
captain of the old ironclad Merrimac was 
skeptical concerning spiritual things. One 
day the chaplain of the Pennsylvania Sol- 
diers Home, where he was staying, gave 
him this challenge: “Read the Bible, and 
mark in red anything you don’t believe. 
Begin with the Gospel of John.” With a 
glitter in his eye the captain accepted the 
challenge. Whenever the chaplain would 
pass the room where the captain was con- 
fined because of illness, he would stop and 
say; “Captain, have you marked anything 
yet?” The old captain would only grin and 
remain silent. A number of days later the 
chaplain stepped into his room to find him 
dead upon his bed. His Bible was open, 
and the chaplain began looking through the 
Gospel of John for red marks. Nothing 
was marked in all the first chapter nor in 
all the second, nor in all the third until 
he came to the sixteenth verse. Beside this 
one he found these words, written in red, 
“TI have cast my anchor in a safe harbor, 
thank God.”—From Grace and Truth. Sent 
by L. G. James, Toronto, Can. 


The Last Word.—That whosoever be- 
lieveth (Golden Text). After sixty years 
in Heaven our Lord came down and spoke 
to John. He said, “Write these things 
to. the churches.” John wrote, and then 
the Lord, when he was nearly finished, 
said, “John, before you close the Book put 
in one more invitation, ‘The Spirit and 
the bride say, Come. And let him that 
heareth say, me, And let him that is 
athirst come. And whosoever will, let him 
take the water of life freely. ”—From D. 
L. Moody, “Best Modern Illustrations,” 
Sent by L. G. James, Toronto, Can, 


The Open Door.—Whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life (Golden: Text). <A _ blessed 
work of grace had been going on in various 
parts of Scotland. Many had accepted 
God’s great salvation, and rejoiced in their 
newly-found Saviour. Among these was 
a Mr.. Murray, an office-bearer.in.one of 
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the churches, and for fifty years a profes- 
sor of religion, without, however, the “one 
thing needful.” One day as Mr. .Murray 
was reading a Gospel paper, he came across 
the following statement: “The Gospel 
brings us not a’ work to do, but a word 
to believe about a work done.” “I see it 
all,” said he to his wife. “I have been 
working away at the keyhole, and the door 
has been open all the time. My fifty years’ 
profession goes for nothing, and I get sal- 
vation through simply accepting Christ.”— 
From “Love Wins.” 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


The Voice from Heaven.—God so loved 


the world, that he gave his only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life 
(Golden Text). The principal of one of 
the schools in Illinois tells how a man on 
the far south side of Chicago, sinful and 
discouraged, arose one morning with the 
determination to commit suicide. He went 
to a drawer, took out a revolver, and turned 
on the radio with as much volume as_pos- 
sible, that the .sound might drown the re- 
port of the pistol. He did not seek any 
particular station, but he heard a voice 
from WMBI on the seven o’clock program, 
quoting the above verse. The Word of 
God arrested and convicted him, and caused 
him to cry out for mercy. He seems to 
have been saved then and there, and cannot 
say enough about the WMBI.—From The 
Moody Monthly. Sent by E. M. James, 
Toronto, Can. Prize illustration. 
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SEVEN GREAT FACTS ENSHRINED IN JOHN THREE SIXTEEN 
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When Scenery Fails.—/» due time Christ 
died for the ungodly (Rom. 5:6). : You 
might as well try to cure smallpox by 
scenery as to try to save the world by im- 
provement of environment—From the 
Christian Observer. Sent by Mrs. M. 
Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we cannot thank thee in our poor words for 
the salvation offered to us in the Lord Jesus 
Christ, our Saviour. What desolate folks we 
should be if there were no saving power which 
could lift us out of the ways of sin, into the 
life of victory here, and the heavenly life here- 
after! May we not forget to thank thee day 
by day for this marvelous provision for our 
deepest need. May we be devoted to the Lord 
Jesus Christ in a new completeness, as we study 
these wonderful passages today concerning his 
finished work for us. How can we be other 
than humble and unspeakably grateful for that 
which he did, and is doing, for us who are 
willing to commit ourselves to him in. honest 
belief and quiet trust? We ask this in his 
dear name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Great passages these, 
that we have been studying today. They 
reach out far beyond our usual thinking, 
and we are challenged by them beyond ex- 
pression, because of the wonderful Saviour 
and his salvation. I shall not try to touch 
upon all of these passages, but may I call 
your attention to one,——the eighth verse 
of the fifth chapter of Romans, “But God 


of a brilliant 
constellation 


nm 


* 





1. The 


+ Affe 
-rnrbenne <n 





it possible gift “‘God’s Son” 
2. Otiered to the largest P ossible number “the world” 
9. As ay utnneot panaiiae deliverance-"nt 
the highest possible blessing -“eternal life” 
re _ terms -whosoev be 
tupon th: est possible confirmation“ verily” 
ZArising out of the most exalted motive - God’s love. 


er believeth” 





Many of Dr. Pace’s choicest cartoons have been published in poster form. Fifty-two of these, 


with a displa 


y frame, may be had for $7. A number are also available in tract form. Orders 


should be pom to the Gospel Truth Poster Service, 113 E. Raymond Street, Van Wert, Ohio. 








70.” 


commendeth his love toward us, in that, 
while we were yet sinners, Christ died for 
us.” So it was not for folks different than 
ourselves that he came to live, and to die, 
and to rise again, but for folks like our- 
selves, — sinners by nature, and saved by 
his grace and power, — that is, each one of 
us who believes on him, The provision 
for this is all made, on the Lord’s part. 
What are we to say about it all? Why, 
the simplest and greatest thing that we can 
say is that we accept what he did for us, 
and believe on him, and are ready to com- 
mit ourselves to him and his service. Can 
you say that? And you? And you? Per- 
haps this very day you would like to tell 
your teacher, or the pastor, or your super- 
intendent that you do accept the Saviour 
as your own. Let us pray. 
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The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Sin and Salvation Often Sudden.—As 
Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder- 
ness (John 3:14). On the front of the 
greatest and most costly synagogue since 
the Jerusalem Temple, is carved in stone, 
a great serpent. You can see it the next 
time you pass up Fifth Avenue in New 
York. Why a big snake on a synagogue? 
Is it an unconscious prophecy for our Jew- 
ish friends? 

This early antidote was entirely “a faith 
cure” in the best sense. Look and live. 
How could the way of salvation be made 
plainer? The cure was miraculous and un- 
explainable then, as now. 

Neither philosopher nor psychologist has 
ever been able to analyze and explain the 
great mystery of sin and salvation. Sin 
just happens before we know it. When we 
think we are going along so nicely and 
swimmingly we stub our toe and fall into 
sin. We lied. We swore. We—but why 
go into details, you know the rest! 

The Holy Spirit had Paul paint our por- 
trait in the seventh chapter of Romans. 
Old Mr. Devil is always watching for us 
like the cat for the canary (1 Pet. 5:8). 

As I write, in February, 1935, Mel Trot- 
ter, with Homer Hammontree for singer, 
and Herman Hermansen for pianist, is 
having a successful series of meetings in 
our Coatesville Church. Salvation can be, 
and often is, just as sudden as sin. This 
incident Mel Trotter tells illustrates that 
fact. At his Rescue Mission one night a 
“regular” said the wrong word to the con- 
verted prize fighter who was acting as a 
“booster” out in front of the Mission, The 
“booster” not long enough in the way to 
know better, “pinned him one right on the 
beak!” This knocked old Regular Rounder 
through the door right into the Mission. 
“And,” added Mel, “he found the Lord and 
was gloriously saved that very night.” 

Said Mel, with his fetching ‘smile, “Sal- 
vation is just as easy as that.” 

The “lifted up” way does not require 
arnica and court plaster. Some teachers 
get discouraged — “I am not getting any- 
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where with my young folks.” When the 
teacher lifts up Jesus, and keeps the Sav- 
iour up, the “cure” will.come in due course. 
But alas, often everything ‘else is “lifted 
up,” baseball, football, and all the other 
sports, clothes, parties, gossip, etc. — noth- 
ing happens, and away they go. 


A Railroad Ministry.—Let this mind be 
in you, which was also in Christ Jesus 
(Phil. 2:5). My brother and I run our 
business. On most business things we have 
exactly the same mind. My brother will 
do exactly as I would do, and I will do 
exactly as he would do. So it makes small 
difference which one of us is seen on most 
matters. Neither of us makes any inquiry 
of the other or any special effort. We 
work together automatically and spontane- 
ously. We have the same business mind in 
all matters, 

This is the way it is with the genuine 
Christian. Iie has the same mind “which 
was also in Christ Jesus.” He needs no 
rules for Sabbath keeping, or “question- 
able amusements.” He does not order his 
service On a IO per cent basis for money 
and on a 14 per cent basis for time. 

One of the delights of the life of the 
man who has the mind of Christ Jesus 
is to be about His business, helping fellow 
pilgrims to get the right slant on this life, 
“straightening things out” for folks. Here 
is a sample from a trip on a train. from 
the West awhile ago. 

Met a man in the pullman who is an 
educator in a Pennsylvania College. We 
talked of Russia, whose communism. he 
seemed to like, in spots. 

“How old are you?” I asked. 

“Forty-five,” he replied. 

“Then you have had twenty-five years of 
intelligent observation?” 

“Yes, that’s so.” 

“Did you ever know an atheist who was 
a business success?” After some thought — 

“No,” was the answer. 

“Did you ever know an atheistic, or 
mear-atheistic family which was a happy, 
harmonious, and prosperous one?” 

“No, never,” with emphasis. 

“Did you ever know, or know of, an 
atheistic, godless community that attracted 
people to come live there, or that ever got 
anywhere in respect to happiness and pros- 
perity?” ; 

“Not one.” : 

“Well, as you know, a nation is made up 
of communities, families, and individuals, 
isn’t it? How then can the mass be differ- 
ent from its units?” 

“That’s so, it cannot.” 

“How then can Russia prosper in the end 
and become great?” 

“IT get ya, ole man!” 

And thus we talked as we rolled over 
the mountains and around “Horse Shoe 
Bend.” Beats playing cards, or idle talk 
in the “smoker.” 

Because of that railroad ministry there 
is one college where they are not destroy- 
ing the oid home religion by near-atheistic 
philosophy (Acts 10: 38). 


My Canary.—Wherefore God also hath 
highly exalted him, and given him a name 
which is above every name (v. 9). This 
is hard to understand, for Jesus the Son 
was God I feed the canary bird every 
morning with some stuff he likes immensely. 
I got him for a Christmas present and he 
is some singer ! hare 
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There are lots of things go on in our 
house the little yellow fellow does not un- 
derstand, but that does not make any dif- 
ference in his song. He does not need to 
understand to live his life of music, and 
to depend upon my love for him and my 
care of him, So he balances himself on 
his perch, lifts up his head, and his cheery 
song rings through the whole house, 

God is so much greater than I, and I 
am greater than my canary, so that I have 


good sense enough not to waste brains 


and time wondering how Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost can be one and the same. I 
just look at my familiar water, steam, and 
ice, and say, “All one,” then sing to myself 
the old song, “Some day we'll understand” 
(John 14: 9-11; 17: 21). 

I keep right on about my “highly ex- 
alted” Lord’s business, and waste none of 
the precious time in fruitless argument or 
resultless wondering. And speaking of 
“arguing,” have you ever known one of 
these chronic hair-splitting “argufiers” to 
be engaged in any constructive character 
building work? 

In the days when I was a master argu- 
fier of things religious, that was about all 
I did. I had no words of encouragement 
for folks in discouragement, nor a helping 
hand for those in trouble. I was just’ one 
of those fellows the Athenians called Paul 
(Acts 17: 18). 

CoaTESVILLE, Pa. 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories”. 
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Lesson for April 14 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: Jesus the Word. 
Discussion: Think of life problems, hard- 

ships, disappointments, disasters, tragedies; 

also tasks, opportunities, challenges, human 
relationships: what is the difference in the 
way a fellow meets these if he is a true 

Christian? 

Objective: “Christ Living in Me.” 











AY, fellows, today your Bible opens 
before you and presents to you Jesus 
Christ your Saviour. He is in your Bible, 
which is the Word of God, and you can 
see him every time you open the Book. 
That is not all; if you have the Word 
memorized and in your heart, you can 
see and hear him and sense his presence 
every time you meditate on that Word. 
You perhaps know the Twenty-third Psalm 
and can repeat it, word for word, as it is 
written. As you meditate upon that Psalm, 
the Lord Christ, your “shepherd” is in 
your heart and you can feel him there. 
“Christ Liveth in Me” is a song which 
speaks the truth when one sings it in faith. 
I wish I might convey to you clearly 
the thought —the fact— that Jesus Christ 
is the Word, and that the Word is Jesus 
Christ. Look at the opening verses of 
the Gospel according to John. “In the be- 
ginning was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word WAS God. The 
same was in the beginning with God. All 
things were made by him;:and without 
him was not any thing made that was 
made. In him was life; and the life was 
the light of men” (John 1: 1-4).- 

The Word of God is the whole Bible. 
It is the revelation of God the Father 
through Jesus Christ his Son. The Holy 
Spirit brings that revelation to us sd that 
we can receive him into our hearts, as we 
read it through our eyes and discern it 
through our mind. All the Word points 
to the coming of Jesus Christ into the 
world. _The Old Testament tells us he is 
coming; the Gospels tell us he bas come; 
and the Epistles and Revelation tell us 
he is coming again. 

When we read the Word or dwell upon 
it, that is Jesus Christ talking to us. When 
we obey his commandments and follow his 
teachings, that is Jesus Christ guiding and 
directing us. When we do the work he 
has ordered, that is Jesus Christ operating 
through us. And when these things are 
happening in a fellow’s life he can truly 
say, “Christ liveth in me.” 

Of course today’s big thought is Sal- 
vation. The Lord Jesus, the Son of God, 
died upon the cross that all who believe 
and accept him thus as their Saviour should 
not suffer eternal death which they de- 
serve for sin, but are saved to eternal life. 

But, fellows, there is yet more. The 


Gospel is not simply “life insurance” against | 


eternal death. .It is the power of God 
to the saved one for the living of a tri- 
umphant, happy life here on earth. When 
Christ lives in a fellow, something worth 
while is happening all the time — something 
fine, glorious, and wonderful. No true 
Christian has a dull life. “It cannot be. 
Jesus Christ is marvelous, and when he 
lives in a fellow, life is great; it is béyond 
description; beyond the imagination of 
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those who have not tried it. In John -10: 
10, Jesus is telling why he came. He says, 
“I am come that they might have life, and 
that they might have it more abundantly.” 
And that is beyond anything you could 
in all your wildest dreams of joy imagine 
for yourself. 

Nothing can come in this life to baffle 
a true Christian; no surprise, no sorrow, 
no disaster, no hardship, no pain. On the 
contrary, these troubles that terrify and 
beat down the fellows who are relying upon 
their own strength or human help, and who 
are driven to despair and sometimes to sui- 
cide, are by true Christians taken calmly, 
often’ joyously, because the indwelling 
Christ is sufficient for them all, and finds 
a way to make it all turn out for good. 

Jesus Christ is first your Saviour; then 
he is your Companion and Guide, as you 
commune with him by the Holy Spirit and 
the Word; and in this way he becomes the 
power of a triumphant life and an endless 
joy. 

Greenssoro, N. C. 


For —_— Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


You will need a small coil of :rope with 
which to illustrate this story. 











HE story is told that one day while 
a ferry boat was crossing San Fran- 
cisco Bay, a man jumped off the boat into 
the water.. A cry went up from those who 
saw him, and at once a rope was thrown 
to him by a deck hand. It fell almost 
around him, but he caught it and threw 
it away from him. The boat had been 
stopped, and again the man threw the rope, 
and again the man in the water threw it 
away from him. A lifeboat was let down, 
but before it could reach the man, he dived 
under the ferry boat, was drowned,. and 
never came up again. He wanted to die. 
He didn’t die because nobody tried to save 
him, for he could have been saved just by 
hanging on to the rope he threw away. 
In our lesson today, we have that Golden 
Text we all know (John 3:16), and a 


Memory Verse we should know (Matt. 1: - 


21). Both of them tell us Jesus Christ 
came to earth to be the Saviour of men. 
He died for their sin, and if they will 
accept him, they may go free. He died 
for every one, he wants to save every one, 
but a lot of people are just like that man 
in the water. They refuse to be saved. 
When somebody asks them to come to 
church, they refuse. When a friend asks 
them to read a tract, they tear it up. When 
some one who loves the Lord Jesus Christ 
tells them he died for them, they refuse to 
listen, and say they don’t want to hear a 
thing about Jesus Christ. They throw 
away the rope. 

A dear little’ girl went to a new neigh- 
bor’s to ask if the children could go to 
Sunday school with her. The mother 
slammed the door in her face. The next 
week she went again. Then the woman 
told her they could not go—she didn’t 
want her children to hear anything about 
Jesus: Christ. _Throwing away the rope; 
not only from herself, but from her chil- 
dren. 


* oer 


And these people will be lost just. as 
surely as the man was drowned, if they 
refuse to be saved. 

Make a miniature coil of rope from ship- 
ping cord, and before you fasten the ends, 
slip one end through a small white card- 
board ‘cross. Let the children print on it, 
“Jesus Christ'‘died to save me,” and take 
it home. . 

Make this lesson personal. Try to make 
it clear ‘to each child that he must decide 
whether he will let Christ save him, or not. 


Mopesto, CAL. 





Teacher Training Lessons 


Preliminary Course of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association 








In this department each week President 
McQuilkin and Secretary Benson, of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Association, 
give helps to accompany Unit III and Unit 
V of the Preliminary Course of this As- 
sociation. In addition to the thousands con- 
tinuing this course in church and commu- 
nity classes dr correspondence schools in 
which they are already enrolled, this affords 
a favorable opportunity for new students 
to take up the work. The Preliminary 
Training Course is offered in six Units 
and a certificate of credit is awarded at 
the completion of each. This permits new 
students to enroll at any time for any part 
of the course, and receive credit Unit by 
Unit toward a teacher’s certificate. The 
New Testament Books are the content of 
the twelve lessons of Unit III; Pedagogy 
is taken up in Unit V. For information 
concerning the organization of a church or 
community class, or enrollment in a cor- 
respondence school, address Clarence H. 
Benson, Secretary, Evangelical Teacher 
Training Association, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago. 


Lesson 2. The New Testament 
By Robert C. McQuilkin, D.D. 
THe GosreL or JoHN 


HE Gospel according to John is the 

best known and the best loved book of 
the Bible. Genesis is the book of the old 
creation; John is pre-eminently ,the book 
of the new creation, 

The key verse expressing the purpose 
of the Gospel is 20:31: “But these are 
written, that ye might believe that Jesus 
is the Christ, the Son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life through his 
name.” Three great facts are presented in 
this key verse: 1. The Person of the Lord 
Jesus: he is the Christ and he is the Son 
of God; 2. Life; 3. Faith. This furnishes 
a key to studying the Gospel. 

There are eight miracles recorded, not 
including the supreme miracle of the res- 
urrection of Christ. The miracles are 
called signs. Each one is an acted-out 
parable of great spiritual truth. There is 
the physical miracle and there is the greater 
spiritual miracle it sets forth. In connec- 
tion with miost of these miracles there is a 
discourse, as for example the discourse on 
the Bread of Life, in connection with the 
feeding of the five thousand.. This is the 
only one: of the ‘six miracles that is re- 
corded in the other. Gospels. John doubt- 
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less includes it because of the spiritual 
message on the Bread of Life, Study these 
miracles and discourses to find the revela- 
tion of Jesus as the Messiah, and as the 
Son of God, the revelation of eternal life 
and of the meaning of faith. 

Dr. W. J. Erdman happily suggested 
that the four phrases of John 16: 28 indi- 
cate the outline of the Gospel, which may 
be presented thus: 


1. Sublime Preview of the Gospel — The 
Word Made Flesh—“I came forth from 
the Father” (1: 1-18). 


2. The Revelation to the World—“And 
am come into the world” (1: 19 to 12: 50). 


3. The Revelation to the Inner Circle — 
“Again, I leave the world” (13 to 17). 


4. Glorification in Death and Resurrec- 
tion — “And go to the Father” (18 to 21). 


Christ is presented as the Source of Life 
(chap. 5), the Bread of Life (chap. 6), 
giving the Water of Life (chap. 7), the 
Light of Life (chaps. 8, 9), the Good Shep- 
herd (chap. 10), the Resurrection and the 
Life (chap. 11). 

What are some of the - characteristics 
that make John the best loved book in 
the Bible? It includes John 3:16. It in- 
cludes the farewell message of the Lord, 
often called the holy place of the Bible, 
culminating in the intercessory prayer of 
the seventeenth chapter, called “the holy 
of holies.” It is a very personal Gospel, 
revealing personal things about the Lord 
and also about many of the disciples, It 
contains a great number of verses. on sal- 
vation that have been used in soul-winning. 
It is the Book of Life; the word “life” 
occurring 44 times, “living” and “liveth” 
10 times. It is the Book of Faith; the 
word “believe” in its various forms occurs 
100 times. 

oe 


Lesson 2. The Aim of Teaching 
By Clarence H. Benson 


E READ in Scripture of seven hun- 
dred left-handed men of the tribe of 
Benjamin who were experts in the use of 
a sling “Judges 20: 16). By constant prac- 
tice these warriors had learned to coordi- 
nate so perfectly the use of their eye and 
hand that “every one could sling stones 
at an hairbreadth, and not miss.” But 
the marvel of that wonderful skill was not 
so much in the masterly throw, as in the 
perfect aim. These men had learned to 
fix their eyes on the object they wished to 
hit, and to keep them there until the stone 
went straight to its mark. The Sunday 
school teacher must have a clear and well- 
defined aim and hold tenaciously to it until 
its accomplishment can be fully realized. 
What should constitute this clear and 
well-defined aim? Dean White says that 
it includes a threefold purpose: 
1. To lead each pupil to a knowledge of 
God’s will. 
2. To lead each pupil to accept Jesus 
Christ as personal Saviour. 


_ 3. To develop a Christian character that 
is expressed through worship, right living, 
and efficient service. 


Dr. H. E. Carmack puts it this way: 
1. Bring the pupil to Christ. 
2. Build him up in Christ. 
3. Send him forth to work for Christ. 


Dr. Theodbire Schmauk adds.a line which 
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we deem of vital importance: “The aim 
of the teacher is to make the Word of 
God clear and cogent.” To teacher and 
pupil alike it is”of greater consequence to 
know just what the Bible says than any 
implied inference of what it may teach. 

Putting together what is expressed above, 
may we not say that the aim of the Sun- 
day school teacher is to shape the immortal 
destiny of a soul according to the Word 
of God. 

In order that the teacher may not lose 
himself and go drifting among the specu- 
lative and so-called “practical” issues of 
the day, it is imperative that his aim be 
closely allied to the study and use of the 
Bible. There is a prevailing opinion today 
that the aim of the teacher is to produce 
right living. We are told that it matters 
little what a child is instructed so long as 
he is brought to act correctly. Instead 
of “in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord,” the new education aims to bring up 
children by “development and expression.” 

It is not what a boy or girl likes, nor 


‘even what he feels he needs, that is to be 
_the teacher’s chief concern in his task. It 
.is only the triith revealed in the Bible that 
-has power to transform life and. establish 
Christian character, and it is of the great- 


est importance that the aim of the teacher 


be governed by his knowledge and. instruc- 


tion of the Word of God. The modern 
system of education that depends for re- 
sults on the child’s own delight and pleas- 
ure is doomed to failure. 


‘This Week's Questions Answered 


(On the lesson for April 14) 


1. At the moment of his acceptance of 
Jesus Christ as his Saviour and Redeemer 
(John 5: 24). 

2. It would not be eternal life if he could. 
See also John 10: 28, 29. 

3. “But God commendeth his love toward 
us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ 
died for us” (Rom. 5: 8). 

4. No; the Lord Jesus says, “He that be- 
-_" not is condemned already’ (John 3: 
18). 


5. Saviour, Christ, the Lord, Jesus, Son of 
Man, only Begotten Son. The Door, the 
Shepherd, a Light, Glory, Prince of Life, his 


. Servant, the Holy and Righteous One. 


6. It is the greatest single complete state- 


:ment of salvation. It is full of great words, 
‘presenting some of the greatest truths of life. 


It presents great fundamental doctrines. 


7. Christ is a light to lighten the Gentiles 
(Luke 2: 30-32). God loves “the world,” and 
“whosoever will” may be saved (John 3: 16). 
Christ has other sheep not yet in the fold 
(John 10: 14-16). We are to make Christ 
known as Peter did (Acts 3: 1-18). 

8. Paul was exhorting the Philippian Chris- 
tians to be united in one spirit, to have low- 
liness of mind, each looking to the things of 
others. Then he holds betore them the ex- 
ample of the Lord himself. 


9. In this passage the king of Babylon is 
evidently a foreshadowing of Satan, and prob- 
ably of the Antichrist, who is to have the 
mind of Satan. Five times he says, “I will.” 
He aspired to the heights of glory to take the 
place of God, and he will be cast down to the 
uttermost” parts of hell. Christ, who said, 
“not my will,” gave up the heights of glory 
that belonged to him, and went to the lowest 
depths of shame, from which he will be ex- 
alted to the highest place of glory and author- 
ity. 

10. Nicodemus was evidently one of those 
who believed in Christ because of the mir- 
acles (John 2: 23-25). This was not saving 
faith, which must include conviction of sin 
and a personal trust in Christ, who died for 
sin. Such faith includes repentance, and re- 
= in the new bitth- and. the transformed 
life. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











April 21. Why Do Christians Believe in Life 
after Death? 1 Cor. 15 : 20-23. (Easter.) 


Sunday, April 14 


What Welcome Do We Give to Christ 
Today? 
(Matt. 21: 1-11; John 1:11, 12) 





Mon.—As Teacher (John 7 : 46). 
Tues.—As Friend (John 15: 14). 
Wed.—As Leader (Matt. 8: 19). 
Thurs.—As Peacemaker (John 16: 33). 
Fri—As Lord (John 13: 13). 

Sat.—As Saviour (John 4: 42). 











ERHAPS no event in the earthly life 

of the Lord Jesus shows so many 
startling contrasts as does the’ one por- 
trayed by our Scripture lesson in . Mat- 
thew 21. We often refer to it as “Christ’s 
Triumphal Entry Into Jerusalem.” Yet 
it was far irom a triumph for him. He 
was not received as king, either by the 
people or by the rulers. And as he 
neared the city, Luke tells us that he wept 
over it because of the blindness of its 
people. 

Again we see in this picture the Lord 
of Glory riding in simple meekness upon 
an ass’s colt. No bodyguard surrounds 
him, no trumpets herald him, and no 
group of rulers welcome him as_ they 
would have received a mere earthly king. 
Instead they stand aloof muttering at the 
cries of the people (John 12:19). 

we 

We may see here also the contrasts in 
the manner in which he was thought of 
by the crowd. There was the little group 
of disciples, bewildered no doubt by the 
shouting and acclaim (John 12: 16), still 
expecting that somehow their Lord would 
set up an earthly kingdom with himself 
as head. 

There were the curiosity seekers, who 
had heard of his miracles, and especially 
how he had raised-Lazarus from the dead 
(John 12:17, 18). They were ready 
enough to join the shouting throng, hop- 
ing to see some worder. 

There were those who sincerely thought 
him to be a great prophet (Matt. 21:11), 
and were ready to proclaim him as such. 
Yet they were not willing to receive him 
as their Messiah and as the Son of God. 
When their religious leaders stirred them 
up they were equally ready to yell, “Cru- 
cify him! Crucify him!” 

Then there were the Pharisees and chief 
priests and rulers, who first tried to stop 
the shouting (Luke 19: 39), and then mut- 
tered against it, hardening their hearts 
and refusing to receive what some of them 
at least must have recognized as a fulfill- 
ment of Zechariah 9:9, 


4 

This day on which the Lord Jesus of- 
fered himself as the King of the Jews, 
he called “the time of thy visitation” 
(Luke 19:44). It was the nation’s “day 
of visitation,” but they did not recognize 
it as such, 


(Continued on page 230) 
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You May Have One or All of These 
Timely Books Without Money Cost to You— 








The Scofield Reference 
New Testament and Psalms 


‘THis brings the concentrated 
results of the world’s reverent 
Biblical scholarship into your 
own home. 


It contains a complete synopsis 
of each book in the New Testa- 
ment; summaries of great Bible 
truths; explanatory notes on the 
pages. where needed ; and chain 
references on many subjects, 


The book is bound in durable 
cloth, printed in clear, black- 
faced type, and measures 5x 7% 
x ¥% inches. 


Especially valuable right now 
to the Sunday school teacher, 
as the Uniform Lessons until July, 
are found in the New Testament 
and the Psalms. 


Individual Work 
for Individuals 


By H. Clay Trumbull 


Not every man can be a great 

preacher, but every man can 
speak a timely word to an indi- 
vidual,—that is the central theme 
of this well known book. 


It is not merely the narrative 


.of the author’s experiences in 
personal work. It is an illustra- 


tion of what God is ready to do 
through one who will work for him, 
and for those whom he loves, as 
God offers the opportunity. 


It is a presentation of the best 
way of doing missionary work in 
the home and the foreign field, 
and an appeal for the doing of 
such work by all. 


When the Days 
Seem Dark 


By Philip E. Howard 


O THEY ever seem dark to 
you? Are they really so? 
And what is the answer that our 
lives are to give to the often 
perplexing and intricate personal 
problems of these tangled days? 


How are we to meet the crises, 
the changing circumstances, the 
heavy demands on body, mind, 
and spirit that crowd upon us? 


This book faces such questions 
squarely, and its conclusions are 
rich in comfort and encourage- 
ment. 





Unveiling the Future 


CAREFULLY planned book 

covering the outstanding 
themes and details of Bible 
prophecy. 


Twelve chapters by twelve dif- 
ferent authors give what most 
people want to know on this great 
subject. The writers are: Harry 
Rimmer, A. C. Gaebelein, W. B. 
Riley, C. G. Trumbull, James 
M. Gray, Keith Brooks, L. Sale- 
Harrison, Donald G. Barnhouse, 
Roy T. Brumbaugh, A. I. Brown, 
W. L. Pettingill, Richard T. 
Duaham. 


It is of extraordinary value to 
the Sunday school teacher or pas- 
tor for reference in studying and 
answering questions on Prophecy. 





A Binder for 
The Sunday School Times 


HIS holds the issues for a full 
year, in compact form, for 
easy reference. 


It is made of durable red cloth 
on heavy boards; each week’s 
issue can readily be inserted, and 
any issue can be easily removed 
if desired. 


It is not too late to begin your 
1935 file now—or you may want 
to keep in permanent form your 
1934 copies. A carefully classi- 
fied index for 1934 will be in- 
cluded with the binder for one 
additional subscription. 


Text Bible 
(King James Version) 


|S rendaery4 in clear, black-faced 

type, with pronouncing fea- 
ture. Durably bound in flexible 
grained cover, with overlapping 


‘edges. Contains colored illustra- 
‘tions and maps, and valuable 


Bible study helps. Size 5x7% 
x1 inches. 








(Specimen of Type) 


‘(Ake heed that ye do not: your 
alms before men, to be seen of 
them: otherwise ye have no reward 
of your Father which is in heaven. 

2 Therefore when thou doest thine 
alms, do not sound a trumpet before 








An ideal edition for a gift, or 
award in the Sunday school, or 
for your own daily reading. 


Name can be stamped in gold 
on the cover for one additional 
subscription. 














How to Get These Books : “7y ONE of these may 


* be had in return for 
FIVE new Ten Weeks Get Acquainted subscriptions to the 
Times, at 25 cents each, to be sent to five of your friends 

_ who Have not ‘been subscribers within the past six months. 





END your subscriptions to The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North Thirteenth 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa., and make your selection 
of books on the basis of one book for every five of 


these subscriptions. 
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Young People’s Prayer Meeting 
(Continued from page. 228) 


Once more it is a “day of visitation.” 
This time it is for Gentiles, for we read 
in Acts 15:14 that God is calling out of 
every tribe and nation a “people for his 
name.” Do we recognize it as such or 
are we willingly blind as were the Jews 
of old? 

ye 


And how do men welcome Christ to- 
day? Human nature has not changed al- 
though circumstances may. Some are 
willing to recognize in him a great ethical 
teacher. They laud his precepts, but re- 





og 


OUR AZURE HORIZON 


WILL 


cure your blues 


How can you give a thought 
to the blues when there is so 
much here to put them out of 
mind—golf and horseback 
riding in the tonic spring air. 
squash courts and game 
rooms, modern health baths. 
tea-time, and varied enter- 
tainment? Troubles quickly 
vanish into thin salt air. Yet 
here you can have just as 
much fun playing the idler. 
The quiet observation 
lounges, lazy Ocean Decks. 
and musicales induce sweet 
repose. So does your own 
peaceful room. 

Come down soon and cele- 
brate springtime. You can 
do it at moderate cost on 
either the American or Euro- 
pean Plan. Special weekly 
rates. 


Leeds and Lippincott Company 


Chalfonte- 
Haddon Hall 


ATLANTIC CITY 
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fuse to accept his simple, clear claims to 
be the unique Son of God. 

Others profess to recognize him as a 
great leader, but, by their denial of his 
miracles and of his statements concerning 
himself, relegate him to the place of an 
impostor unworthy of any man’s allegiance. 

Some call him the Prince of Peace and 
proclaim his teachings of brotherly love, 
yet reject his loving provision of peace 
with God “through the blood of his cross” 
(Col. 1:20), without which there can be 
no lasting peace between men. 

5) 4 

But the great question for each of us 
is, “How have I received Christ?” Let 
us not be guided by what others do, but 
by what God’s Word calls upon us to do. 
Have we received him as our Saviour, 
who alone can cleanse and keep from sin? 
Have we recognized him as our Lord and 
King, and have we given him the right to 
rule unhindered in our hearts? Nothing 
short of this will honor him or satisfy the 
loving claims of the One who loved us and 
gave himself for us. 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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A Thankful African Boy 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 


66 ISSY, Missy, have pity!” the words 

were like the bleat of some tired ani- 
mal, and Ruth Moody, crossing the sun- 
baked compound of her African home, 
stopped short. There in front of her was 
a small boy huddled up on the veranda 
steps, a pitiful object, filthy, miserable, and 
with both feet terribly diseased. He 
showed them eagerly to claim her sym- 
pathy, and oh, how fervently the young 
missionary wished she were a doctor or 
nurse; but she cculd only help very simple 
cases, 

Hausa quickly told his story. His par- 
ents were dead and he had been left to 
the care of an uncle who had cast him 
away as soon as he.was. unable to work. 
Somehow or other Hausa had made his 
way through the jungle, because a man 
had told him that the white “Missy” could 
cure every one. His faith in her touched 
Ruth deeply and she said to her companion: 

“We must get him to the hospital in 
Namba as soon as possible. He simply 
refuses now te be separated from me, so 
I feel I must take him myself on the 
donkey.” 

The older missionary agreed, and so, 
feeling happy in spite of his sufferings, 
Hausa was hoisted on the back of the 
patient little donkey. He was surprised 
at the white people being so kind and good, 
and had fallen in love with “Missy.” He 
noticed that site seemed to be talking a lot 
to some one else beside the old African 
servant who walked ahead. 

“Are you praying to your God?” he 
asked her. “And will he listen to you if 
you don’t bow down and worship?” 

“I am talking to Jesus Christ, my Mas- 
ter,” she replied, “and I am asking him to 
cure, your poor feet, Hausa, and make you 
love him, too.” 
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NOW YOU CAN GO TO 
THE HOLY LAND 


inexpensively . « « « 
With Christian Companionship 











Under Christian Guidance 
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'HESE are no mere pleasure trips—al- 
though they will be crowded with en- 
— inspiration, and associations that 
will make this the greatest year of your life. 
Commercial tours and most Mediterranean 
Cruises allow only a few days in the Holy 
Land, as of necessity these trips are hurried. 
Our tour will be in Palestine and Egypt 
for seventeen days filled with wonder, in- 
spiration and enchantment. Bible stu- 
ents will show you the scenes you have 
longed all your life to see. You will be 
surrounded by other real Christians—your 
kind of folks. 


Bible Student-Holy Land Authority 
Will Lead You Thru Inspiring Scenes 


Rev. Charles H. Shaw for eleven years a 
resident of Palestine—six of them as Pas- 
tor to the American Church there—has 
devoted a great deal of time to planning 
these trips. His knowledge of the land, 
the people, conditions, etc., assure you the 
utmost of comfort, and the greatest value 
in the Holy Land. Every other arrange- 
ment has also been made by competent 
travel authorities. No matter how timid 
you are about going on such a Iong trip 
you need have no worry in plans made 
by authorities, 


$672 ALL EXPENSES = : 
57 DAYS, SAILING JULY 9th Class 

This covers all steamship (first class), 
railroad, auto, hotel, and sight- 
seeing costs—everything except passports, 
visas, tips, and strictly personal expenses. 
Splendid accommodations, with no 
worries, 


Send for Complete 
Information NOW!: 

Space here does not permit telling all 
the wonders of this trip, especially the 
Holy Land portion. Send now for a com: 
plete itinerary. Should you not be able to 
go with our Vacation Party, let us help 
you plan your trip at a convenient time. 
We can help you get the best possible trip 
and save you money. 

PSR SSSR eee sea eeneee 
The Sunday School Times 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Please send me complete information regard- 
ing your Bible Lands Pilgrimages as checked; © 
O Vacation Tour leaving july 9th, 1935. 

C) I am interested in an Individual Tour leaving 
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“Chicago's newest hotel” 


offers these new rates— 


Room for one - $2.00 and $2.50 
Room for two, double bed, 
- - = $1.00 additional 
Room for two, twin beds - $4.00 
In addition to the low priced feature, the 
HARRISON HOTEL presents its 
Free radio in every room. 
Circulating Ice Water. 
Choice of private tub bath or shower. 
Direct garage entrance from the hotel. 


Comfort, equipment and service facilities 
that you can expect only from the newest 
hotel in Chicago. 


The Harrison Hotel 


Harrison Street 
A convenient location — in the Loop — just 
off Michigan heennn. oe 
ae ANDREW C. WBISBURG, President. 
Illustrated booklet sent on request. 























PROPHETIC BIBLE 
CONFERENCES 


will be conducted this summer in six prominent 
places in the East, South, and Northwest. 
Write for descriptive circulars and for the 
FREE BOOKLET on the controversial subject, 
Is the Jew Still First on God’s Prophetic Pro- 


gram? or has God set aside the Jew as an indi- 


vidual as well as a nation? 


BIBLICAL RESEARCH SOCIETY 
4417 Bernice Street, “Los Angeles, Calif. 


Easy Way to Earn Cash 


Make money for yourself, church, or éther organiza- 
tion. Distribute Bluing Paddles. Will do 20 washings. 
Wiil NOT streak clothes, freeze, or spill. Retails for 10 
cents. FREEsample. Also Metal Sponges, Dish Cleths 
ant Polishing Cloths. Write W. A. Kittredge Co., 3 
Putnam St., Tankhanaock, Pa. Est. over 20 years. 













MODELS FOR EVERY NEED 
Write describing attment and réecewe 
DEFINITE RECOMMENDATION 
tHE COLSON COMPANY 
Cedor Etyrie. ee Cotolog 


; 347 Otwe © Fr 





CHORUS BOOKS 


324 PIECES 
Music and Words, 56 cents post free. 


DAILY NOTES 


A Monthly Booklet on the Scripture 
Union Portions, 37 cents per annum, in- 
cluding postage. 

May be obtained through all Booksellers. 

Cc. S. S. M. 
5 Wigmore St. London, W.1., Eng 
ee meee: 








CurIsTIAN’ YouTH ‘is the. Times weekly 
paper for young people. 
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Hausa looked at her..wonderingly, for 
those were. the. very words ‘his father had 
said before he died. The boy had forgotten 
them, but now he remembered the weak, 
pleading voice of his father. But how 
could he love some one of whom he had 
heard so little? 

At last they reached the hospital, and 
he felt very frightened when he was taken 
into a big white-washed room and two for- 
eign men came in. His quick eyes noticed 
that one of them seemed to be a sort of 
chief by the way he was treated by every 
one,—even the other foreigner listened 
carefully to every word he said. 

After a brief examination the younger 
one spoke to Hausa in his own dialect. 

“My son, you have come just in time 
and you are highly favored. This great 
man beside me is a wonderful doctor, and 
is just passing through this place on his 
journey back to America. He is willing 
to stay long enough to try to cure your 
feet.” 

Hausa could not make out why every 
one seemed to think he was so very lucky, 
but afterward he understood. 

A few days later the mission nurse, who 
was just as sweet and kind as Hausa’s 
“Missy Ruth,” explained to him that a 
very clever surgeon from the far-away out- 
side country had saved his feet by a won- 
derful operation. 

“Oh! Hausa, you can’t realize it now, 
but God has been so good to you. If 
you hadn’t been brought here on that very 
day you might have been a cripple. You 
owe a big debt to God and to the kind 
‘Missy’ who got you here just in time be- 
fore the great doctor left for the Coast.” 

“I know the Missy talked all the time 
to her God,” said Hausa... “So he must 
have heard her voice.” 

Whenever Hausa’s feet were dressed by 
the nurse it often hurt him a lot, but he 
never made a sound. He was a fine little 
patient, and before he was ready to go 
home he had given his heart to his Sav- 
iour. His uncle received him back, of 
course, now that he could dig and work 
in the fields. 

Whenever Hausa looked at his feet, get- 
ting stronger every day, he asked God to 
show him how to use them in his service, 
for he would say, “They are like debts 
I owe to him.” 

One day it happened that he heard of 
an accident in a stone quarry a short dis- 
tance away where many: boys as well as 
men were employed. Off he went at once 
to see if he could help, and finding a lad with 
a crushed foot, about his own age (though 
fortunately much sraaller in size), he 
hoisted him on his back. 

’“T will try to take you to the hospital,” 
he said. “The foreign doctor healed me, 
and I know he will cure you, too.” Tamba 
was in so much pain that he was quite 
willing to be taken to the people whom 
every one declared could do any miracle. 
Hausa, however, soon found his burden so 
heavy that he had to crawl along on hands 
and knees, and, though he struggled on 


bravely, he realized at last: he could. never: 


reach the hospital. Oh! what-a relief 
when he heard the shout of ‘a neighbor 
close by. 

“Here, boy, you can’t carry him another 
step, put him on my back, and we'll get 


- him to the hospital together.” 
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The doctor smiled when Hausa told him 
rather sadly of. his hopeless. attempt. 

“I did so want to bring him all the way 
myself. You see, sir, I feel my feet belong 
to Jesus now in a special way, and I must 
use them in his service.” 

“That is good, Hausa. I wish every boy 
and girl felt like that,— not only our feet 
and hands, but all we have should be used 
as a thank-offering to him who gave him- 
self for us. By and by I expect you will 
do wonderful things for God with them, 
if they are kept for the Master’s use.” 


WortHInc, Sussex, Enc. 








UNION LESSON HELPS 
on the International Uniform Lessons 
are ROOTED in the BIBLE 


Free from denominational bias 
or sectional flavor, Union 
publications can be used with 
safety in any Sunday school. 
Thousands of schools are find- 
ing them unusually helpful 
and interesting. ey may 
be the answer to the Lesson 
Help problem in your school. 


Write today for free specimens 


Inspiring 
Practical 
Time- 
Tried 


American Sunday-School Union 


1816 Chestnut St. Philadelphia, Pa. 











PS egies 


Timely Easier Gifts 


FROM THE 


HOLY LAND 


We have imported from headquarters in 
Jerusalem Complete Palestinian Cos- 
tumes of Bethlehem and Ramallah 
Women, Shepherds and Fishermen of 
Galilee - - - - - $15.00 to $17.50 

Shepherd's Rod and Staff - - each 2.50 

Shepherd's Flute, .50, Shepherd's Sling  .25 


New Testament, bound in grained olive- 
wood, size 644x4%, with words of Christ 


in Red Letter - - - - - 2,50 
Hole’s Life of Christ, olivewood bound 
with 80 colored illustrations, size 10x7¥% = 8.50 


Carved Mother of Pearl Crosses and 
Bethlehem Stars, made in Bethlehem, 
-20, .35 up to 2.00 
Carved olivewood Caravans, figures 4 in. 
high, three camels and man on donkey 
And many other items of Biblical Interest. 
Send for Price List. 


AMERICAN COLONY STORES, Inc. 
9 East 56th Street New York City 


3.00 





In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this 
paper, you will oblige the publishers, as 
well .as the advertiser, by stating that you 
saw .the advertisement in The .Sunday 
School Times. 
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Songs That Inspire 
° Heart and Soul . . 


THE 


COKESBURY HYMNAL 


Nearly 2 Million Copies Sold! 
ACCLAIMED BY CHURCH LEADERS EVERYWHERE 
Because it contains the Hymns and Songs that 
the people love to sing, hymns that have stirred 

the souls of men for generations. 
THE COKESBURY HYMNAL, The Wonder- 
Hyaanal of America, The ph I of this 
hymnal is without a peer in the annals of songbook pub- 
lishing. Hitherto advertised only in a restricted terri- 
» nearly two million have been sold. The Reasons? 
x, it was compiled from the oememets of ministers, 
choir masters, song leaders and Christian workers. 2. It 
contains a wide selection of 








the world’s most precious 
hymns — the eat soul- 


ears winners, the inspiring 
fORESELLY 
HYMNAI 


character-builders, and a 
generous selection of the 

more recent songs of proven 
| spiritual power. 


288 pages, size 5% x 8 
3/16 inches. S00 “mut 
sical numbers, 12 


| and first line indexes. 
| (PullyOrchestrated Edi- 
Prices: 


: on is ava’ ° 
| $40 per 100 in Roxite 
cloth binding; $25 per 
100 for durable manila 
binding. Not postpaid. 
(Round or Shaped Notes) 
PREE FINANCE PLANS 
You can have bright new books sufficient for 








ever. without spending a: dime from the 
reg: udget. The free t *‘How to 
Finance Your Songbook Purchase’’ explains four- 





4 
r 
_teen methods that have provided new books for 
hundreds of churches. 


e The All-Purpose Songbook 


Por Church and Church School Worship Services, 
for Mid-week rr, - « « for Evangelistic 
Services and all Special Occasions. 


‘THE NEW 
COKESBURY HYMNAL 


rom the deepest recesses of the heart come the 
hymns and songs in this remarkable hymnal— 
words that re and tunes that people love to 
sing. This Hymnal is priesion marvelous te- 
ligious reawakening to thousands of churches. 
Fa NEW Seresecey: MYMNAL, Ruste ¢ that 
nspires as ag church. ec mns jude 
a tee number St ike old hymns of the church 
and a generous selection of the more recent songs of 
proven spiritual power. There are 23 pages of respon- 
sive readings covering all general and special needs. 
There are 13 pages of complete worship grams with 
suggested prayers and outlines for talks by the leader, 
There are sections devoted 
to children’s hymns, patri- 
otic songs, spirituals, etc. 
on. THE NEW COKES- 
BURY HYMNAL satisfies 
every need for an inexpen- 
sive songbook that must 
serve both thechurch school 
and church worship serv- 


288 pages, size 5% x 8 
S 3/16 inches. me SxS 
4 topical, title, and first 
4 lineindexes. (Fully Or- 


nding. 
(Round or 
THE NEW ROXITE BINDINGS 
Roxite—in which the cloth editions of both THB 
ESBURY a THB NEW COKESBURY 
S are bound—is a high grade binder 
cloth, thoroughly dyed and impregnated wit 
pyroxylia, a chemical that waterproofs and 
toughens. There is no ecg to peel or crack. 
No amount of wear or tear will cause the edges 
to turn gray. Roaches, ants, and rats will not eat 
Roxite as they do ordinary book cloth. Roxite- 
bound songbooks will not stain the whitest glove; 
they will not smear and spot from perspiration 
and may be cleaned with a damp cloth when soiled. 








Not postpaid. 
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For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 
The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


April 8 to 14 

Mon.—John 3: 14-21. The Saving Christ. 

Prayer SuGGESTIONS: One believing look 
to the atoning Saviour saves. Transfor- 
mation into his image comes from gazing 
upon Christ. “As Moses lifted up the ser- 
pent in the wilderness, even so must the 
Son of man be lifted up.” “But we all, 
with open fac. beholding as in a glass the 
glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
same image from glory to glory, even as 
by the Spirit of the Lord” (2 Cor. 3: 18). 
“Looking unto Jesus the author and fin- 
isher of our faith” (Heb. 12:2). We look 
and live; and tien we live to look upon 
Christ. dying, risen, seated, interceding, 
coming, and reigning. Pray for the power 
of the Holy Spirit in your life. 
Tues.—Romans 5: 6-10. The Justifying Christ. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “By- him all that 
believe are justified from all things, from 
which ye could not be justified by the law 
of Moses” (Acts 13:39). “It is God that 
justifieth, . . . It is Christ that died, yea 
rather, that is risen again; who is even at 
the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us.” “Who shall lay any- 
thing to the charge of God’s elect?” All 
whom Christ forgives are reckoned right- 
eous. “They are without fault before the 
throne of God.” “Blessed is the man to 
whom the Lord will not impute sin” (Rom, 
4:8). Pray fora cleansed heart. 


Wed.—Philippians 2: 5-11. The Humble Christ. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: We like honor one 
of another; Christ made himself of no 
reputation. Simon the sorcerer gave out 
“that himself was some great one” (Acts 
8:9); but Christ became meek and lowly 
of heart. The spirit of Satan who coveted 
Christ’s seat in Heaven (he knew not that 
it was to be vacated for our salvation 
through the death of the cross) influences 
our hearts. “Let this mind be in you, 
which was also in Christ Jesus.” Pray 
for meekness and lowliness through the 
Spirit’s increase of grace. 


Thurs.—2 Timothy 1 : 6-14. The Inspiring Christ. 

Prayer SUGGESTIONS: Christ inspires in 
our hearts the spirit of power, of love, 
and of a sound mind. He gives courage 
for giving fortti an unashamed testimony, 
and for suffering the necessary - afflictions 
of the Gospel course. Christ animates his 
people, becoming in each yielded person- 
ality the life of their life and the power 
of their strength and the doer of their 
Spirit-directed service of faith. Pray that 
the God of all grace will perfect in you 
the work of faith with power. 


Fri.—Acts 3:1-16. The Healing Christ. 
Prayer SucGcestions: “Who healeth all 
thy diseases.” Study this healing ministry 
of our risen Lord. Compare it with some 
of the so-called “faith healing” ministries 
of our time, and note the. difference be- 
tween the men, methods, and effects. Man 
was disclaimed, Christ: was’ honored: and 
exalted, the Gospel was marvelously ad- 
vaneed, and souls were saved. The con- 
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secrated instrumentalities shunned. ppblicity, 
and the man healed gave God glory 
due unto his name. Pray to more 
fully the place of the atonement in prayer, 
for praying “in the name of Christ” és 
praying on the basis of his death for sin. 
Sat.—Luke 15:1-7. The Seeking Christ. 
PraAYER SUGGESTIONS: Our salvation is 
one of the happy rewards Christ has from 
his vicarious sufferings and from his aton- 
ing death. “He shall see of the travail of 
his soul, and shall be satisfied” (Isa, 53: 
11). His joy over ransomed souls makes 
Heaven ring. He joys over our redemption 
“with singing” (Zeph. 3:17). “Rejoice 
with me; for I have found my sheep which 
was lost.” “I was lost, but Jesus found 
me; found the sheep that went astray.” 
Pray for more love to your Saviour-God. 


Sun.—Isaiah 53: 1-9. The Suffering Christ: 

Prayer SuGcestions: God takes the in- 
itiative in the salvation of every soul. “No 
man can come unto me, except it were 
given unto him of my Father” (John 6: 
65). He.calls,. reasons, woos, and: expostu- 
lates with sinners. He does this by his 
Spirit through the Word. But how shall 
they hear without a preacher? How shall 
they preach except they be sent? “Pray 
ye... the Lord of the harvest, that he 
will send forth labourers into his harvest” 
(Matt. 9: 38). The Christian world needs 
from God for his Church right now”a 
Luther, a John Knox, a Wesley, or a 
Whitefield who will call the Church back 
to the “old paths” and sinners to “seek 
the Lord.” Pray for God-given, God-pro- 
moted, God-glorifying, world-evangelizing 
revival in the Church universal. 
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